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Foreword 
 
hen you hear one soldier ask another what ñoutfitò heôs in, you may know that he is not 

talking about his division, battalion or company, but about the regiment with which he is 

serving.  In the U.S. Army, the regiment is the ñBig Familyò unit.  In other words, if one 

battalion of a regiment runs into tough going, it may be generally surmised that the other two 

battalions are in the near vicinity, ready to pitch in, or are already mixing it with the enemy 

themselves.  When a regiment is given a number and name, it retains these, no matter in which 

war it may be fighting or in which country it may be occupying.  Along with this number and 

name, handed down from war to war, and generation to generation, comes a certain amount of 

tradition which is absorbed by the recruit and carried on.  Tradition and reputation did not come 

easily, but rather as a result of a series of hard knocks along a road studded with courageous 

sacrifices, of victories won at the price of blood and death, and of tests passed when the chips 

were down. 

 The intent and purpose of this brief history of the 357th
 
Infantry Regiment is, therefore, to 

present the highlights of its training and action in this and the last World War, in an effort to 

show why it is regarded by insiders and outsiders as the best infantry regiment in the United 

States Army. 

 

 To the friends who fell, this account is humbly dedicated. 
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