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11 JULY {(Cont'd)

357th Inf in column of companies through its:ieft to givef?dded drive
to the bogged down attack, - s

2nd Bn went into action at 1500, passing thr
the 2nd Bn 359th Inf. Despite its canalizatie
fight put up by superbly dugein Germans, the bad
and by dark had reached the far end of the corri
for itself the maneuver room necessary for the development of its full
offensive strength. ' . '

359th Inf:

rhe few available hours of darkness had been inadeyuate to effect re-
supply and establish communication teo and within the cssault bate
talions; it was neurly noon before the battalions were in propexr shape
for a continuntion of the attack, ' -

At 1400 the 3rd Bn 359th Inf and 2nd Bn 358th Inf moved forward, ads
vancing to the EW road just S of the FORET, At this point they came
under extremely heuvy fire from Hill 92 to their immediote front.
To give renewed momentum to the attack, 1st Bm 350th Inf was moved
through the woods to the left rear of 3rd Bn., At 1930 1st Bn, in a
coordinated effort with 3rd Bn 358th Inf, attacked out of. the FORET
and advanced to the town of LASTRLLE, :

12 JULY 44

During the early morning hours the Boehe withdrew to a position, whieh
was subsequently discovered t6 be seme 3000 meters rgarwird, The bat-
tle of the FORET DE MONT CASTRE had been won, Blood, guts and supe
erior equipment had finolly broken the Mahlman Line. The cost to the
50th Div had been high: some 5000 hod been killed, wounded or captur-
ed. But the Germon losses were heavier, The 90th Div, drafned as
it was of key officers and nogewcommissioned gfficers had undisputedly
proven f{ts combat effeestiveness, Tor © continuous days and nights

it hod fought without respitse agoinst o secsoned and entrenmched ene
emy, and its wounds motwithstcnding, emerged from the fight viector-
ious and high spirited, :

387¢h Inf:

The 2nd Bn cttocked at 0800 and meeting praectically ne resistonce,
advanced ropidly to LE PLESSIS. After mopping up the Boehe stroage
glers im thot arem it wos vedireected S along the W edge of the swamp
in conformity with Division orders. The movement of the lst Bn 358%h
Inf obliquely aeross its front in the vieinity of LA COUTRIE stopped
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furtheerrdgresa. Although every effort wa
Bn 358th Inf to the right into its proper
o until after dark and

> h

8

. At 0800 the 1st Bn on the left and the 3rd Bn on the right, moved
rapidly SE againgt negligible resigtance, . . ;
By 1400 the 1st Bn hod reached the stream line just N 6f CORGES with
its left at the swamp and its right opposite the town.  Patrols
which attempted to cross the strcam drew hecvy fire from the builde
ings lining the far bank z2nd the battalion wog soon engaged in o
hot fire fight, All efforts to force the streom line were repulsed,

~ond the battalion secured for the night on the positions it hod won
By mide-afternoon, Under cover of darkness, it gide-slipped to the.
right to conform to the new Regtl Z and to permit the employment of

- the 2nd Bn 35%th Inf, - _ '

3rd Bn on the regimental right, advanced obrecst of the :lst Bn 350¢h.
Inf from LASTELLE through LA SALMONNERIE with the objective of seiz- -
ing the moin crossroad at ST GERMAIN. This Bn had been so greatly
decimated in the preceding few days that its rifle elements consiste
ing of but 4 officers and 122 TM were organized into o single battle
group., It reached the crossroads without difficulty but, was ambush.
e¢d by flanking MG and Tank fire as it moved to the ground beyond,

In the ensuing fight it sustoined approximotely 40 additional easunle
ties including 4 officers. By late evening the remnants had routed
the Boche and, reinforced by 2 AT Plotoons, had organizeéd the crosse
roads for defense, Contact could not be estoblished with the 1st Bn
on the left, c

o B,
.
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359th Inf:

; th Inf from its position on the S slopes of the F
advanced due E towards LASTELIE avoiding Hill 92,
moved § and secured LA BAGOTTERIE thence SE ab
Inf. Th ‘ , \ - ‘ .

aneuver of the 1lst Bn 359th Inf,

The 3rd Bn now in regimental reserve, moved throughout the day, echel-
oned to the right rear of 2nd Bn 358th Inf. Closing for the night
in an assembly area SHE.of LA BAGOTTERIE. As .a matter,6f interest,
this Bn was forced to fight for its night assembly position.

2nd Bn 359th Inf, Division Reserve, was ordered forward at 1400 and

marched to assembly area at the crossroads at LA BAGOTTERIE,

90th Ren Tr, returning to action after a brief rest, movéd;to LAST-
ELLE and with dismounted patrols, maintained contact with the 8th
Inf Divisdorn, : :

315th Bngr Bn which had for the past 5 days operated almost exclus-:
ively as a combat unit, was relieved at daylight from its position
atop the FORBET and returned to much neglected Engr work, ‘

EE S T R IR G R S S O T T T T R R R

The entire Corps front on this day advanced a comparable distance,
The 8th Infantry Division on our immediate right moved rapidly til
cncountering the reverse slope position of Hill 92, The 79th Infant-
ry Division on the Corps right remained abreast of the 8th Infantry
Division. On ‘our left the 4th Infantry Division maneuvering deliber-
ately through-difficult swampy terrain made excellent progress.

- 2L -
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UNCLASSIFIED ey



" DECLASSIFIED e Reproduced at the National Archives

Authority &Mﬁf_ﬁﬁééz
u%ﬂF’NARALMm@@%Qz

15 JULY 44

The Division plan for the resumption o
y off of all 3 regiments a
ad been held 2 consides;

11y g
o the right. e 1
mpleted during the n
e 2 Bnsg were intermingl
haraseging fire of the

ta: r
ed a ‘the strean,
1ine of resistance was encountered
put the bridgehead established was
by infiltration of F Company, winich swung into action to the left
rear of § Company. G Company, in Rattalion Reserve, moved to the
right, ¥ of the stream, to assist the lst Bn 358th Inf in its ‘attack
against GORGES, After the seizure of GORGES by the lst Bn, 358th
Inf, G Company returned to its own Z, crossed the stream and split to
protect the flanks of the battalion in the positions it organized fou
‘the night. The action of this battalion, although its gains meagurec
in yards were negligible, unhinged the right flank of the enemy's
defense position, forcing him into a general withdrawal.

. 3 :
The remainder of the regiment. remained at BEAU COUDRAY training re- ‘
placements and continuing reorganization. .

358th Infs

The 1st Bn on the regimental left, attacked at 0645, During the
preceding night the eneumy returned in force to the N bank of the -
stream and from hastily prepared positicns stoutly resisted the ad-
vance of the battalion. 11 recuired a half day to eliminate these
surprise positions., At 1900 leading elements of the battalion forced
the stream and entered GORGES, By 2100 the town had been mopped up,
battalion perimeter established axd contact firmed with 2nd Bn 357th
nf on the left, 3rd Bn held in place throughout the day reorgan-
izing., 2nd Bn 358th Inf by Division order was scheduled to revert
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to regimental control at such time as it ~should be passed through by
%he adVdnce of the 2nd Bn $59th Inf,

e
dg

Maintained its positions prepared to attack when the 121st Inf on |
its right came abreast, 121st Inf did not come abreast and con~

sequently no attack was made. The only offensive action on theupart

of the regiment wag the elimination by the 1st Bn of the strong p01nt

Whlﬁh had checked its advance the preV1ous day.

14 JUﬂY 44

Sﬁ?TH INE&NTRY

WZﬁd Bn,a&v ‘aed at 1000 meéting no resistance. By 1145 the I and R
Tlat was cperatlng to the front and to the left of the Bn. By mid-
afternoon the Bn had completely cleared the regimental zone to the

N and to the E of Boche stragglers and had assembled in the viecinity
of LA CELLERIE awaiting regimental orders. Remainder of the regiment
was staged forward to the vicinity of GORGES preparatory to the .
relief of the 358th Infantry.

3B8TH INFAHTRY:

1st and 5rd Bns advancing abreast moved on the general axis GORGES -
GONFREVILLE, against slight resistance. DURAUVILLE and GONFREVILLE,
and the crossing E of the latter town were seized without incident
and the regimental front advanced to the high ground overlooking the
SEVES RIVER from VAY inclusive westward to contact the 359th Infane
try. Patrols crossing thekfﬁmstIVER drew heavy fire from the
ground to the 8, which in the ensulng days was to become s0 well
known as the “IoLAND"

2nd Bn upon being covered by the advancb of the 359th Inf sideslipped
to the left and assembled 8§ of GORGES as regimental reserve, P Co
wasg attached to the 3rd Bn in position to back up the greatly reduced
latter unit.

559TH INFANTRY :

1st Bn advancing without resistance moved rapidly within its Zone
and by mid-afternoon had secured the CRs ¥ of YEVES,., The Boche oute
nosts W of the RIVER were guickly overrun and one platoon was pushed
toward SEVES o secure the stream-crossings. Tt proved inadsquate
for the job and since a general engagement was not indicated at
this time the attack was abandoned,

- 24 -
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2nd Bn, passing to the rlght of the’ nd“B
the right rear of the 1st Bn,

the RIVER to establish conta

shartly before dark wmth the

Qﬁth Inf Div had reached iﬁs asaigned

'secure the lst Phase of the VIII Qorps emBiV& anded« - '
strategy dictated that the Corps hold in place for the time beimg,
pending development in other areas, This announcement was net -
dissapointing for while the Division still] possesged the capacity.

for continued offensive action, the oppnruunity to reorganize was
an unmitigated blessing., «

15 JULY 44
© 35%7th Inf:

Immediately efter midnight, 1st Bn on the right ‘and 2nd Bm on the
left, relieved 358th Inf in place, The 3rd Bn assembled in Regie
mental Reserve N of GONFREVILIE., Throughout the day positions
were readjusted and improved without molestation from the enemy
on the far side of the SEVES R.

258th Imf:

Upon relief, assembled all units of regiment in the general area
of GORGES.

359th Infs
Firmed its position on the Division right and 1nst1futed an

effective harrassing fire plan dlrected .at the Boche confronting
them.

w 25 @

™

SIFIED



DECLASSIFIED e Reproduced at the National Archives

Authority AJalZ 7, 35@/12
%UnyARAEmmZEéj

UNCLASSIFIED

15 JULY 44 &Cont'd)
Qth ch Tr“

Ués a$$igned contlnued responsibility f 8
Division left and maintenance of contact with the

Given thus a breathing spell, the Division entered
sive program of rearg&mlzctlon, rehabilitation and t1
Particular attention was giVen/to the 1nteg“at1@n of r
f,,'and the bathing, rcmequipning and rcclothlng of combat

During thzsxperlod 357th and 359th Infs malntalned their posi'"”
Qverloaklng the SEVES R, harassing the enemy on the ISLAND wi
fire of all types. Becmuse of the open nature of the ground
the immedxate front, patrol act1v3ty waﬂ, ,lted to nlght worky

The entlre VIII Corps wasg 1nact1ve, 1ts resumptlen of the offensive
to the 8 being contingent upon the initial success of the strong
effort planned by the VII Corps in the area NW of ST L0, The VIII
Corps follow=-up attack contemplated a stralght push with 4 Division
abreast (in order from right to left, 79th, 8th, 90th -

seize the high ground vicinity COUTANCES. The axis 6f :
Division attack was the PERIERS - ST SAUVEUR LENDELIN Rozd.

On the 18th of July the 4th Armd Div, available for employment in
a defensive role only, replaced the 4th Inf Div in the intérval
between the 80th and 83rd Divs,

The immediate stumbling block within the 90th Division zone was theg
passage across the ISLAND, the approaches to which were devoid of
cover and swept by enemy fire., It was felt that the ISLAND should
be captured and held as a preliminary operation to provide the
Division with a better LD. VIII Corps agreed to this plan and
prepatations were immediately initiated for a dawn attack by the
358th Inf on 19 July. ~

A11 units continued training and rehabilitation. Particular siress
was placed on Infantry-Tank training, familiarization firing with
all weapons and the indoctrination of infantry officers in field
artillery forward observer methods,

19 JULY 44

The attack of the 358th Inf was postponed 24 hours by Corps
direction to permit the accuisition of the artillery ammunitions
necegsary for the support of the operations.

- 26 -
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Through inexplicable cirecumstances elements of the 4th Arymd Div
jaunched a limited objective attack to seize NAY, a locality which
had been held by our troops for a period of five days. The attack
was eventually stopped, after geveral casualties had been inflicted
on the 3rd Bn 357tH Inf, f ‘

Late in the day information was received of the indefinite post-
pdnemﬂnt af‘theaprojegted attack of the 358th Inf.  However, 3rd Bn.
z5gth Inf effected velief of 3rd Br 359th Inf to place the attack
1D under Regtl control, e : i

20 - 21 JULY 44

Corps and Division awaited the jump off of the VII Corps which had
been daily pastponed because of unfavorable weather. During the
‘1ull thus afforded Division eontinued to fully utilize the available
time to bring the units to Ffullest possible combat efficiency.

A5BthTs attack was finally and definitely set up for 220600.
82 JULY 44 | - |

15t and 2nd Bns 358th Inf ihit sted movement at 0100 from vieinity
CORGRS to forward assembly areas designated for the attack, closing
thereat 0400 hours, iy

At 0628 vhen the preparation started, both battalions were rearward
of the prescribed LD, Tmmediately the preparation 1ifted at 0630
the Boche began the most intense and sustained counterpreparation

- fire that the Division had experienced to dates TThether the Boche
were forewarned of the impending attack or whether the inactivity
on the remainder of the Corps front permitted him to concentrate all
svailable artillery on the attack ayres hes never been accurately
determined; the bitter faet remains that the heavy artillery fire
which began at H-Hour and continued throughout the day from the
outset disrupted and disorganized the assault echelons and fore-
doomed to failure the well planned and the well coordinated attack.

The entire attack plan had been premised upon the rapid movement

of the leading waves across the barren approaches to the “IBLAND"
and the guick overrunning of its first line of defense. Because

of tardiness in reaching the LD and more especially because of the
heavy barrage sustained at the jump off time, the assault as con-
ceived was never launched. Once avare of the point of our attack,
the enemy shifted more troops to the S bank of the stream to opposs
us and began mortaring and machine-gunning the deployed troops.
The assault companies, abhorrent as the phrase may be, Wwere #pinneé
to the ground" and notwithstanding the heroic actions of their
leaders, remained immobile throughout the foremoon.

- a7
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Finally at 1100, elements of ¥ Co pushed across the stream W of

SEVES and secured a lodgment but no additional 2nd Bn troops effected
& crossing., These troops subsequently withdrew to allow tanks to
fire into the buildings in SEVES,

At 1300, C and B Cos ignoring flanking machine gun fire jumped to
the "ISLAND" and overcoming the immediate resistance advanced S
about 1 Ym. They were, however, unable to expand their bridgehead
W sufficiently to uncover the § approach to the only road onto the

it ‘I IAIT‘DH

Pn halted forward motion after cutting main lateral road on "ISLAND®
awaiting armored and antitank support. IRlements of A and D Cos i
crossed at 1800, Behind them, enemy mortar, artillery and enfilade
machine gun fire blocked all efforts of the engineers to provide a
vehicular crossing., The existing road to the ISLAND was denied by
the Boche infantry, supported by SP guns, who held the far approach.

In an attempt to exploit the momentary success of the lst Bn, the
2nd Bn was directed to cross in the former's wake and then attack
B, But disorganiation in the battelion was so widespread that only
G Co was able to cross, It remained in a position of readiness
immediately rearward of the 1lst Bn.

At 2000, German paratroopers and tanks struck the B flank of lst Bn
in two company strength under the cover of an intense artillery
preparation, The attack was firmly repulsed at dusk but its weight
and fury had delimited the bridgehead to a scant 300 yards depth S
of the stream, An all around defense was established, covered by
all available artillery, pending the arrival of reinforcements in
men and ecuipment. ’

357th and 359th Infs holding in place, suprorted the attack by fire
and drew in turn considerable enemy reaction. Added to all other
gifficulties, a dense fog overhung the Division area rendering the
much depended upon liaison planes useless,

23 JULY 44

During the early morning hours the SEVES R overflowed its banks and
became unfordable in most spots. This situation together with fire
whieh continuved to fall on both banks accentuated the difficulties
attendant upon resupply of ammunition to the 1lst Bn and G Co. At
first light there was still no tank crossing and only a handful of
smmunition had reached the assault troops., No additional troops

of the 2nd Bn had joined G Co.

UNCLASSIFIZ
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At 0830 mortar and artillery fire in the lst Bn area increased

~ perceptibly and shortly after 0900 the Boche attacked both flanks
"of the Bn in considerable strength. Tanks operativg with both
attacking groups made deep penetrations as bazooka team after team
was picked off by the supporting enemy infantry. Worn by fatigue,
decimated in strength and bewildered by the success of the German '
attack, the Bn broke and hegan withdrawing to the N bank of the
River. Many wmen swam the water gap and reached our lines safely .
but llofficers and approximately 200 men were cut off and captured,”
By 1030 all fighting on the “ISLAND? had ceased and the Boche was
in firm control of the & bank,

o The stragglers from the 1st and 2nd Bns were quickly reformed and
placed on the left of the 3rd Bn which throughout the attack had
maintained its positions to counter any possible German- breakthrough.
Division ordered the 357th Inf to extend its lst Bn to the right to
contact with the left of the 3rd Bn 358th Inf. Coincidental with
this readjustment, l1st and 2nd Bn 358th Inf were withdrawn to rear
assembly areas in vicinity of the Regtl CP at GONFREVILLE,

The battle of the "ISLAND" had been. a costly failure, shattering as
it had 2 battalions of infantry. In the eyes of higher headguarters
the Division setback was inexplicable but in vindication of the
officers and mén who had fought, bled and died in a heroic attempt
to make the attack & success it must be stated that a curious series
of cumulative circumstances had combined to deny success,

\(1) Except in the narrow zone of the attack, the entire Army
front was inactive and the Boche was able to give undivided attention
to this sole threat to the 'integrity of his front. While its ‘

(2) During both days of the attack weather conditiansrdeprived‘
us of air support and, of more immediate concern, prevented the use
of artillery liaison planes to find and adjust on counterbattery
targets, ‘

(3) The success of the attack was contingent upon the element
of surprise to the exient of rushing the open ground N of the "ISLAND:
before the Boche could react to the suddea pressure, However, the
infantry was not at the ID at the rrescribed hour and the preparation
fires were not followed up, The eramy emerging from cover after the
completion of the preparation and not firding himself attacked at
close guarters was alerted tec and ready for the attack when finally
launched, '

UNCLASSIFIED
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(4) Although Regt entered the battle at full strength, well
over 50% of its Bn strengths were replacements for whom this was
their first fight, Caught at the LD by heavy enemy fire, and

‘unable to fight fack effectively, they could not be expected to
react like seasdned veterans. The instinct for self-preservation
ovtweighed obedience to orders and posed insurmountable obstacles .
to rapid reorganization, o :

(5) The inability to cross supporting weapons to effectively
engage enemy tanks had a definite vpsychological reaction on the
infantry men up front,

24 JULY 44 (PIATE III).

The experience of the last two days indicated that now that the
enemy was aware of our intentions, any further attempts to assault
.the TISLAND" frontally when the Corps moved forward held scant
chance of success, Consecuently the Division attack plan was
radically revised, 359th Inf's effort remained unchanged, their
attack being directed S toward PERIERS along the Division right
boundary. The 358th Inf, extending to the left (E), 90th Ren .Tr
extending to the 8 would relieve the 357th Inf and initially con=
tain the "ISLAYD". RCT 357, upon relief would move to a ID along
the existing boundary between the 4th Armd Div and the 83rd Inf
Div. From this position in a cdordinated effort with the right Regt
of the 83rd Inf Div, (329th Inf), RCT 357 would attack SW along
the. CAHRENTAN « PERIBRS Road, cutting off the "ISLAND" and making
contact with 359th Inf ¥ of FERIERS, When this maneuver had
developed sufficiently, 358th Inf would mop up the ISLAND and
assemble thereon as Div Reserve. '

D-Day for the big drive had been apnounced as 25 July. With time
at a premium, arrangements for the movement of RCT 357 and coordi-
nation of plans with the 83rd Inf Div were pushed with all vigor,
Tortunately, D-Day was postponed for a minimum of 24 hours by
unfavorable weather,

25 JULY 44

357th_Inf:

2nd Bn moved by merching at 1300 via GONFREVILLE - BLEHOW -
SAINTENY to forward assembly NE of RAIDS. 1st and 3rd Bns moved
at 1700 and 1800 respectively after their relief by elementg of
358th Inf. By 2145, the regiment was completely closed in its new
area 7 of SAINTENY. Relief and movemént were made without enemy
interference.

- 30 «-
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‘Regimental plan called for an attack in column of battalions.
through the right of the 329th Inf, in order 2nd, 1st, 3rd,

320th Inf with its left Bn on the assault was to attack simul taneous~
ly to seize a parallel objective. 7th Armd Div on the right while
holding in place was to support the attack with all avallable
artillery,

358th Inf:
ond Bn initiated relief of 3rd Bn and elements of lst B, 357th

Inf at 1500 while 3rd Bn extended to the left to egudlize sectors
relief was completed and sector responsibility passed to CO 358th

« “wInf at 1800, 1st Bn, deep in reorganization remalned vicinity

GONFREVILLE as Regtl Reserve,

By dark, Regiment had completely readjusted and had positioned all
weapons to suppdrt the attacks of 357th and 359th Infs by fire.

359th Inf:

Maintained its positions and completed preparation for its attack
on the Division right, &2nd Bn moved to forward assembly positions
on the right rear of 1st Bn.

B O R S S S G G S R SRR SR I S I

At 251100, under cover of a tremendous bombardment, VII Corps
initiated its assault from position W of 8T LO. VIII Corps H-Hour
was finally set at 260530,

26 JULY 44
The entire VlII Corps front flamed 1nﬁo action at 0530,
557th _Inf:s

2nd Bn attacking on a narrow front which permitted the employment
of only 1 Co encountered heavy resistance almost at the LD, The
entrenched enemy although buffeted by heavy mortar and artillery
concentrations could not be unloosened, On the left the 329th Inf
was stovped for no gain, By noon it had become obvious that the
stalemate would not be immediately broken and plans were initiated,
in conjunction with 32¢9th Inf, for that latter unit to sideslip to
the left, punching at a new point and giving the 357th Inf some
maneuver room on the left of the 2nd Bni both Regtl attacks to be
renewed at 1900. :
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329th Inf experienced great difficulty repositioning its treops and
late in the afternoon decided to postpone the effort.until the.
following merning., 357th Inf followed suit and spent the remaining
heurs of daylight in preparation for a dawn attack, .
350th Inf attacked in column of battalions at 0530 with the 2nd Bn
Teading., As was the case in the 358th Inf attack a few days
previously, the Regiment was faced with the BEVES R as an immediate
obstacle, ‘

¢ o erossed the River without difficulty end overran the first
German entrenchments, 200 yards beyond hovever, they were stopped
by heavy fire, F Co followed and was committed on G Ce's left.

At 0900 an enemy counterattack supported by tanks and artillery
struck between the 2 Cos and forced them back inte the first German
entrenchments from which point they successfully repulsed the Boche.
Heavy enemy fire, bath artillery and flat trajectory, continued to
rain upon the only vehicular approach route and thwarted all efforts
of ergineers to construct & ford for the passage of tanks,

Tnemy tanks from.well defiladed positions on the flanks of the Znd
Bn, haragsed the infantry and prevented their advance. By 1300
two additional counterattacks by the enemy had been launched and
repulsed, At 1430 Co E was committed to £ill the gap which had
developed between the two assault Cos after the first counterattack;
it came into the line in time to meet squarely another counter-
attack which developed. into a hand grenade fight. Bazooka teams
tried valiantly to dislodge the enemy tanks but one by one fell to
enemy fire, By 2000 2nd Bn, fighting heroically to wajntain its
position, had repulsed three additional tank and infantry attacks,
A11 in all five Boche tanks had been put out of action - 3 by
bazookas and 2 by artillery. But more were available and caused
particular havoc by enfilading our lines at ranges sometime as
small as 100 yards. ' ‘

3rd Bn, a2t midafternoon, had removed to position immediately behind
2nd ®n to counter any possible German thrust across the River.

This battalion was ordered teo effect relief after dark of the 2nd
Bn which by this time had suffered heavy casualties.

1S£ Bn threughout the day meintained its positions protecting the
left of Regiment. '

 358th Tnf, from its position N of the ®ISLANDY fired throughout
the day in support of the 359th Inf, :

90th Ren Tr moved from its position on the Div left flank to
meintain contact with the 121st Inf on the Div right.

B2 =
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Boche blocking detachment on that read, The presence of Boche
tanks on the one side and the inability to move AT or TD weapons.
in position to oprose them on the other resulted in a stalemate
until dark, .

lst Bn advancing S encountered comparable resistance and evehtually
halted for the night a few hundred yards to the left front of the
3rd Bn, '

2nd Bn moved from its original position at 1600 and completed the -
mop up of FERIERS occupying that tewn for the night. - »

558th Inf:

At midmorning 3rd Bn patrols reported the town of SEVES clear of
enemy. Acting on Division instruction Cos of the 2nd and 3rd Bns
began a systematic search of the "ISLAND' while remainder of
Regiment was alerted for immediate movement. The "ISLAND' wasg
soon reported devoid of Boche but littered with mines.

Dy 2000 two routes aeross the "ISLAND® had been cleared by the
Engineers and the Regiment moved S to an assembly area vicinity
GRUCHY , : S ‘ o

90th Ren Tr was alerted at 1000 and given the mission to proceed

S through PERIERS to contact the enemy, 7Delayed by bridge construc-
tion and mines on the main road to FERIERS the Troop did not initiate
its movement until 1330. Moving for the most part dismounted, it

- reached PERIERS at 1530, passed through town and continued 8 in the
direction of ST SAUVEUR LENDILIN, 1 Km § of PERIERS it encountered
enemy infantry and tanks., The limited road net did not permit the
Troop to bypass this resistance and it made no additional progress
during the day. 1 Plat was eventually diverted B of PERIERS and
contacted 3rd Bn 357th Inf, ‘

FodK F A K R K K K NN F X K R R K K ¥ R R

The entire VIII Corps had surged forward «nd the proportions of

the breakthrough were now plain to all., It was consequently directed
that the 4th and 6th Armd Divs pass through the ¢0th and 79th Inf
Div respectively and drive towards COUTAICES and points to the S,
During the night the Div staff completed necessary arrangements

for the passage of the armor while the engineers worked with feverish
speed to demine the CAREBNTAY - PHRIERS Road arnd provide a passable
route through the demolished town itself,
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28 JULY 44

At 0600 357th and 359th Infs resumed their advance to the S keeping
entirely clear of the PERIERS - CQUTAVCES ROAD., At 0800 the head of
the 4th Armd Div column passed through FERIERS and rolled unopposed
southward to ST SAUVEUR LENDELIN. o ¢
Hampered only by mines and the iradequacy of routes, the leading
regiments advanced rapidly, initially deployed and subsequently, in
route column, By 1300 all leading elements had reached the ST
SAUVELUR LEYDELIN - MARIGNY ROAD., Some 3 Kms § thereof, vicinity of
BUCHEUX, the 357th Inf was stopped by contact with elements of the
1st Inf Div moving W directly across our front. 359th Inf halted
on Division order on the general line from LA HOUSSAYE (269622) -
(AUTE CAPALIY {(300625)., Both regiments secured their pogitions

and gained firm lateral contact to prevent the infiltration southe
ward of by-passed enemy elements, The only enemy contact during
the day had been Boche stragglers who had been overrun by the rapid-
ity of the advance,

By dark the entire Division together with supporting units had
crossed S of the PERIERS ~ ST IO ROAD, 358th Inf assembled in
vicinity of CATHEILMAIS while the Division opened at CHATEAU PERRON
(284697),
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Late that day the 8th and 79th Inf Divs were ordered to follow by
marching and motor the 4th and 6th Armd Divs respectively, clears
ing the W half of the NORMAFDY TENINSULA and driving cn AVRAYNCHES.

- The 20th end 8%rd Inf Dive, still abreast, were directed to maintain
positions and await future orders,

29 . 31 JULY 44

Wnile the VII Corps smashed the encircled Boche in the trap its
mancuver had sprung énd VIIT Corps drove 5 through AVRANCHES, ©0th
Inf Div remained in the general area secured 28 July welcoming its
Tirst breathing spell since D-Day. Reorganization, rehabilitation
and training were prosecuted with v.gor in preparation for imminent
futvre operations., Preliminary plans were discussed with represent-
ative of XV Corps, the unit to vhich the Div was earmarked for
attacoment, and route recornaissance sonthward as far as GAVRAY
instituted by resporsible agencics,

The wirst phase of the battle for IRAICE had ended. During it the
90tn Inf Div played a vitally important part. It had met the best
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the German could offer by way of resistance and a ‘ § '
nad bested him, It had developed battle exPerieniﬁhiﬁihe§i§§§§6d’
important, battle confidence. And the brief respite afforded in
the last few days of July had permitted revitalization of both
individuals and units. Thus on the eve of August the 90th Div

was spiritually and physically ready for the stellar role it was

about to be given,
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