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The dawn-of December found the 90th DlVlSlon, an 1§£er10r unit of
XX Corps, poised on the hlgh ground i of the SAAR between MERZIG
{exclusive) and REELINGEN. With the exception of a small area in
the extreme southern portion of Aits zone, . it had driven the enenmy
from the W bank of the river and in so doing had all but completed
its initial assigned mission. On its right the 95th DlVlSlOn,
charged by Corps with the establishment of a bridgehead in the gen-
eral vicinity of SAARLAUTERN, was rapidly approaching the SALR.

To the N the 10th Armored Division, blocking the Corps left flank
between the MOSNLLE and SAAR wmﬁh a SCconaary force was canverglng
on I‘J.LLJRLJIGQ A [ N

The disp081tlons of the 90th DLVlwlOﬁ were anerally as follows:

(a) 357th Infantry on the Division right held the forvard
slopes of the high ground due I of GERLFANGEN with 3rd Battalion, :

while echeloning the 2nd Battalion to the right rear overlocking

the towns of EIMTRSDORF and SIERSDORF. Its lst Battalicn was ‘batb-

- tling for the towm of BURMN'S of the NIED R

(b} 359th Infantry with lst end Brd Battalions abreast occupled
FREMERSDORF on the river bank and from that pomat etheloned to the
left rear to include Hill 348.  2nd Battalion 1n reglmental reserve
was asuembled in vieinity of OBERESCH. :

{c) 358th Infantry (DlVlSlOn Reserve)'was a coﬁ31derable'dls~
tance to the rear at V“OKR]NG EARRAOKS ml&way through an lntcn51ve
rehabilitation program. . :

(d)} 90th ch Troop, operatlag from SIL“IHGBN malntalﬁed con-

tact between 559th In*antry and the 10th Arm@rod 11v151on.

(e). Division CP located at HALSTROFF, was prepared £0.dig=
place to HEMMERSDORE when the rlght flank ha& clarified.

Decomber 1944.

At 0600 &l and 1 Ccs, 357th Infantry, advanced to and OCCupied the

towns of SIERSDORI and BINERSDORE raespectively without opposition

other then artillery fire of*considerable magnitudé. Following the
consolidaetion of these towns, a 3rd Battalion outpost was positioned
edge of LORWALD. s’ of the NIID, B Co continued its

d by noon, had liquidated all remaining resgistance in
imultanetusly A Co was swung to the left 6f B Co to clean
ion of SIERSDORF S of the NIFD and the high ground over-
THLINGEN (Hill 308). A Co had completed its-mission by

‘dark‘an, C Co dispatchd two combat patrols through it, around both

sides @f the hill mass, to xnvestlba»o REWLING N. Thelr forward
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progress blocked at all turns by a pquusién of mines, these pat«
rols failed to reach R“HLIWGEN ‘ , v .

359th Infantr made minor adaustmunts durlng the mornlng hours;
LIECHENT were: ocoupxcd ‘without resistance by L and I .
Cos respectively, while the garrlson of FRENERSDORF was reinforced
by the remainder of B Cos. . ;

Heavy and sustalnod cnemy Qrtlllary lashed the forWard areas

'throughout the day, donylng any appreciable fresdom of movement.

Degpite this however, reconnaissance continued apace for position
arees for dircct flrb Wweapons of all types and foir routes to :
these positions with a visw to their occupatlon under cover

of darkness. Organic and supporting engineers worked steadily

to span the NIED at NIZDALTDORF, HIEMMERSDORF and SIERSDORF und

to dcmine the arecas contlguou +o the PLDﬁALTDORFwnmﬁLINGEN road.

2 December 1944

- The XX Corps plan env1sagcd that thc thh Infantry DlVlSlon in

addition to driving the initial bridgehead across the SAAR R

would swing N to seize the hlgh ground opposite REHLINGDEN to
cover the 90th D;vmslons crossing at that latter point. -But as

indications mounted of the bulldup of enemy strength in the
SIEGFRIZD defenses the practicablility of the 95th Division ac-
complishing such a difficult mansuver became more and more re-

- mote.  The Division consequently, having anticipated the neces-
~8ity of an assault crossing within zone for SCVGTul days now

took steps to develop such a plan.

ACross the SAAR within-the present zoh& cf aotiOn lay a towering,

steep sloped hill mass, studded with pillboxes and entrenchments..
A firm foothold on this terrain feature would effectively
remove observation from a possible bridge site at FREMIDSDORF

and for that reason the Division speculatively eyed this graund.
On the other hand, a skillful and tenacious defending garrison

- ¢ould annihilate-a.regiment as it struggled up the prcczpltous

gslopes.: Without a detailed and accurats 1ntclllgcn09¢

the risk was too great and the Division pointed its si S to

Division rlght boundary.

the 3. . Corps approved the request that the Division boundary

be swung SE to include the town of WALLZERFANGEN and across the
SAAR, where it coincided with the &ﬁlhs R. This accomﬁlmshcd
559+h Infantry was directed to relieve elements of 357th Infantry
S to the NIED R and to outpost ite broddoned zone with minimum ‘
rorce, holding the bulk of the Battalions in defiladed aresas. /
357th Infantry was thus enabled to concentrate its Battalions
VLClnity 0f BUREN.  Simultaneously 558th Infantry was alerted

for movement. to forwapd assembly areas generally along. the new

e
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The daylight hours passea w1thuut" ciable activity except for
the excellent work of the emplaced 1L goinst the located pilil-
boxes of the LINE, some six of which Were destroyed. But as dark--
ness closed, the Division front became alive. C Co B57th Infantry,
its path cleﬂred by the CnngCEPu, moved towards and entcred
REHLINGEN. - Epglncerq swept the BUKIN - REOLINGEN road for the pas-
sage -0of tenks. - IDlements of the 3rd Battallon 5387th Infantry were
relieved in position by. 2nd Battalion, 359th Infantry. A1l along
the front of the 359th Infantry “dditlunul . 90- caliber LiGs, AT Guus,
tanks, TDs, as well as 153mm SP guns were emplaced. - The artillery
uccmleruted ite program of ha?ﬂsang and destruction fires acrmss

the SHAR and. shifbed two bab*aLLons ‘of the NIID. -

B}

3 Decembor 1944

By lOOO 559th Infantry utllizwaw 1Ls Zad Bdutull@ﬁ, ‘had completed
relief of wlements of 357th Inf“uu¢y Woof the NIED R and had ac-
cepted responsibility Ffor its new zone. The river line was oub-

posted lightly (commensurate with tactical security) while the

bulk of the troops assembled in covered aress. Throughout .the day,

considerable fire was maintained on the SIZGIRIND defenses across

the SAAR in a continuing ﬁttempt to forco thc anemy‘s attention on
thlq particular arOW., : .

557th Infantry assombl@d 1ts Bnd dnd 5&& Batte llmns in the arca
BUREN = SIERSDORF - HEMMEBRSDORF while devoting its yrlnclpal
attention to the c&tabllshmant of O:s and thc op@nlng of routes £0

-RLBLINGﬂN.

Meanwhlle 1n thc 95th Infantry DlVlSlOn aOﬂ&, el@m@nts of tho 379th

,Infantmy had forced a crossing of the SAAR and had secured the main

bridge in SAARLAUTERN. But however cuspicious this initial success
was, the immediate prospects for exploitation were unfavorable: the
Division wags scatlersd ond the attack ecould only be prosecuted
pilecemeal; the attack area was small allowed the eneny to
¢ontain: the effort. And so the leong & ted order come Irom
Corpo - Cross w1th1n zone at carlmost pr~ zlcablc hour.

 “58th Infantry wWas dlrected To m@vc 4 Dccenbcr to BESIJG“N w
OBERLIIBERG- STT BAEBARA, to outpost river and reconnoiter for

Possible crosging sites. The tentabive boundary between regiments
was dravn to lnaluds IT”TA“Q to tu@ oS?th Jnd PLCHTEN to the 358th.

4 ﬁGCQF%er 1944

558th Inf“ntry 1n1t1atcd movemenu by motor fromAVECKRING BARRACKS
ac 0800 and prcoaed@d without incident (save sporadic shellfire
intcrdlctlnb routes near destination) to designated assembly area.
By 1700, the reglment had ClOS&d 1nto lOCullthS Ms fullows‘
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4 December 1944 (Cont'd) | .
lst Battalion in STE BARBARA, Regimental Headquerters and 2nd Bate

talion in "GISINGEN and 3rd Battalion in OBZRLIMBERG.

2nd Battalion, 357th Infantry moved to ITZBACH while the Division
CP opened for the first time on Germen soil at GROSS HEMMERS~
DORFO e - Ll . . : » o .

ALl activity during the day was directed toward preparation for
the coming assault. OPs were established on the wooded high
ground dominating the W bank of the SAAR, in the same area,
reconnaissance continued for firing sections for TDs and SP
155mm Guns. Engineers swept and improved the axial roads lead~
ing from BUREN, ITZBACH and STL BARBARA to the river as well as
the river road connecting WALLERFANGEN and REHLINGEN. Assault
battalion commenders and staffs surveyed their generali crossing
areas and selected positions for supporting weapons. Corps
support in the matter of engineer troops and equipage was at .
length firmed. Patrols scheduled to investigate the defenses
across the SAAR wers Khoroughly,arienteﬂ,and‘givenﬂ@inal brief«

ing just before dark. JTanget,date;forlth@¢operationywn8'final
as @arlydmorning;'6.Deaamber‘. R T o

§L@é¢embef§l§44

The prospective zone of action of the Division presented problems
of_evenfgreater‘magnitude,than~had;the'MﬂSELLE operation. . e
Although providing excellent observation; the high ground ad~
Jocent to the W bank was so rugged in charactepr -that it delimited
approaches to the river to the roads from ITZBACH and through
' WALLIRFANGEN: The SAAR itself, a stream of only 200 feet in
‘normal times, was at flood stage and d inundated the far banks

- for a considerable distance making ountry movement ex~
tremely difficult. The SIEGFRIED LII . began literully at the
river bank' and extended in a solid belt for unknown kilometers
eastwards. ' The great density of the mutually supporting pill-
boxes,was~apparent\to observers. Between the river and the .0 o
MERZIG* ~ SAARLAUTERN RR which paralleled the river one kilometer
inland, the flat, open ground was dissected by entrenchments and
completely covered by the weapons in the fortifications. 1In :
the right half of the zone, where the 358th Infantry was to operate
loy the heavily fortified, adjoining towns of PACHTEIN and DILLINGEN.
In the 357th Infantrys zone the terrain sloped gently from the
railroad to a wooded ridge which ran NE along the Division axis
of advance - it was down this ridge that the Division main effort -
was to be directed. To the N loomed a towering end forbidding

hill mass which would flank the Division advance all the way =
~to the initial Objective (the high ground between DEFFINVEILER ~
PIZSBACH) and in addition provided observation on the p posed
bridging sites. ' Finally, the Divisians;left flank was unprotected -
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and would always be! Edtoblishment of a bridgehead was fensible
but the course of action thereafter remained a moot guestion.

The Division attack order, issued after = unit commender and Staff
conference, ¢alled for a two regiment assazult: ' v

(a) B58th Inf, two bettalions abreast, to initially dapture:
PACHTEN and DILDINGEN wic bLOCKing:th@~DILLINGEN~DIEFFLEN,Oorridor,
drive down the high ground toward JIESBACH. -~ '

(b} 357tk Infantry, in a similar formation, to drive rapidly
inland to gain the ridge, block to the N and be prepared to con-
tinue abreast of the 359th Infantry when that unit had cleared
DILLINGEN. B e e R L ‘

(c) 359th Infantry, initially exerting pressure by fire
against the high ground confronting it, wgs prepared to cross be-
hind either regiment and swing NE to agsault the high ground MW
of BECKINGEN or to attack the same area directly across the SAAR
from present position if the area was lightly held. R _ ‘

‘ (d)  The Engr surport closély varzlleled — the HIOSTLLE crossing
plan with the 179th Engincers cearmarked for the 357th Infentry and
the 206th Ingineers beliind the $58th Infaontry. B

Faced agein with the triple operation of an attack against a
defended river line, = night cssault and the breaching of the
vaunted‘SIEGFRIED‘LINE,“the~Divisi@n, its ranks declmated by pre-
vious unreplaced losses, gathered its remaining strength accepting

~the challenge, turned its eyes eastward, determined to succeed.

TheKClosﬁngahpuré'of'the 5th were replete with activity. Support- .

ing weapbns.were-position@d;'engineer'QQuippage staged forward,
advance CPs and control pests installed ot designated points;

guides spotted to zsBist troop movement. TFreperations were coms .

plete.
6 December 1944

One to two hours after wmidnight the agseult troops moved silently
from forward assembly arsas and threaded their way through the

© inky blackness of the night 46 the river bank. st 0415 the lead~
.ing waves of four battalions shoved off for the far bank and -

crossed with nearly complete tactical surprise. Only on the - ~
extreme Division left in the zone of the lst Battalion 357th Infan~
try was there any enemy reaction to the activity on the near bank;
and this due to the secidental firing of a multiple 50 e¢aliber

enti-airecraft gun positioned in REHLINGEN.

In thewﬁﬁath_lnfantmwaQﬁe, lst Battaiion onfﬁegimeﬁtalfright
crossed with B and ¢ Companys cbreast just dovm stream from the

- destroyed bridge end pushed across the open ground towards -

DILLINGEN astride the road from the bridge site. By-passing

5
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defended pillboxes enroute, the battzalion reached the railroad
track which bisécted the town, prior to dawm and there halted

for reorganization and the geining of ‘contact with Brd Battalion
on the left. At daylight assault tesms worked their way backward:
t0 reduce those pillboxes which, avolded during the night cdvance,
were now harasging the rear elements.  The linc of pillboxses S

of the FRIMS R, outside of the Division zone of action, delivered
withering fire into the extreme right flank of the battalion and
forced the positioning of A-Co iu depth to engrmge this threat.

At the same time o 155mm SP, working with A Co began the methodi-
cal. destruction of three particular pillboxes.

3»d Battalion crossing abreest of and on the left of the 1lst Bat-
valion, had secured a firm foothold on the western portion of
- PACETEN by daylight. After initial reorganizetion, Battalion
began a systematic reduction of the houses and canouflaged pill-
boxes in the town which brought it, by dark, bto within one block
of the railroad track. . The attack the first day developed the
A existence of a strong belt of moated fortifications along the
? left regimentel boundery which stubbornly defended, nullified all
f attempts at laoteral contact with 357th Infantry for a solid week.

~ 2nd Battalion, originally scheduled to cross in trace of lst Bate
talion was redirected to follow the 3rd Battalibn and at 0800 .
initliated crossing on a footbridge which had been constructed
by the engineers. The existence of this bridee was almost im-
mediately discovered by the enemy and subjected to intense machine
gun ‘and mortar fire delivered or directed from the pillboxes just
- off the regimental left flank.' But with great gallantry all men
of the 2nd Battalion infiltrated across in fast rushes and by
1500 2nd Battalion was completely assembled;in the W ond of

’E%GHTEN;

1st Battalion 357th Infantry after the brief confusion caused by
the enemy mortar and artillery fire which greeted the outburst
of the uultiple .50 caliber mentioned cbove, crossed rapidly just
‘. 5 of REHLINGEN, and avoiding an unproductive fight in the flat
- open ground adjacent to the river, wound its way in a long column
through-the manned pillboxes. By dawn it had reached the BECKINGEN
| ~ DILLINGIN road and leaving ore platoon of € Co to block to the
L W drove inland to the high ground in the PACHTEN erca and there
L ,?aipedifacé& to the N and E, aweiting the arrival of the 2nd Bat-
. talion. . S o : ST T .

°nd Battallon crosged in columm of Cos just 8 of the destroyed
railroad bridge. G Co leading, gained the barracks area on the

- DECKINGEN - DILLINGEN road without appreciable registance re-
sletance while T Co second in column, moved off to its left flank

‘and ¢aptured a group of pillboxes on the high ground to the NE

4
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F Co caught on the open groundfmidﬁay'td‘the‘barraoks srea by

daylight was ebruptly stopped by flanking mzchine gun fire from}

the pillboxes along the railroad embankment on the left flank

and the fortified arca between regiments on the right flank.. A
well co-ordinatcd fire and smoke plan which involved a portion

of G Co (faced to rear) the supporting TDs and artillery, finally
shook this compeny free and by 1600 it was enabled to join G Co.

At 1730 the first cnemy reaction to the Division's attack other
than artillery and morter fire, which had increased in intensity
throughout the day, made itself felt in the form of an infantry-
tank sssault which etruck the 1lst Battalion from the NE; this -
effort was repulsed with heavy losses to the enemy by the artillery
and the excellent-defensive work of the Battalion. Meanwhile

the Brd Battalion, taking its cus from the experience of F Co
postponed its crossing until darkness; by 2400 it had assenbled

in the barracks arca, S ~ A .

To the N the 559th Infantry maintained its W bank positions and
pounded awey on the visible fortifications studding the opposing
hills. It executed four demonstrations with smoke and the con-
centrated fire of all weapons which drew in turn a consilderable
anount of retalistory morter and artillcry. - T

However successful the Infantry assault, bridging joperations nmade
no progress. Beginning at miduorning the enemy lashed the river
banks with artillery and mortar concentrating on the only two .
points technically suited to bridging operations. , He was able

in fact to place machine gun fire on both sites throughout that
first day. The comporent parts of the first raft were destroyed

by fire before they could be launched into the water. The foot-

bridge used to cross 2nd Battalion 358th Infantry was shot out by
day's end and all the assault ‘boats which had not been removed froum

. the water's edge were punctured by shell freogments. Smuoke opera- |

tions were generally unsatisfactory for a variety of reasons:’

Firstly; lack of orgenization. .~ . A

‘Secondly; veriable wind which blew fitfully up end down the
SAAR Valley. = - o oo S IS S 3
: Lestly; inability to ¢ross the heavy drums of fog oil to the |
I bank of the R. : DR Rt R S

!

And so as the day drew to a close,. there was no span of any sort
nor even & ferry operating across the SAAR. Profiting by their
experience on the MOSELLE, the regiments had established supply
duzmps as close to the near bank as prdcticable and had organized
their carrying parties. Throughout the night food and sumunition
were hand-carried to the river, loaded into asscult boats and
crossed with great difficulty through the raging waters of the '
: . L 3 s S ‘ SR o
- s . <

B AT

'

UNCLASSIFIED




{
i
i

- had been ferried across.

ey DECLASSINALL =
| Aoy Awp Z3EO/7
%BbeﬁV’NARA[mm/4%§vg T

4 ' ) .
« UNCLASSIFIED
8 December 1944 (Cont'd)

rapidly rising SiAR: . 4And on the far bank carrying parties again
went into operation, toiling forward with heavy loads through
machine gun, mortar and artillery fire to reach the front line
elements with the necessities for tomorrow's operation. They .
sustained ‘that first night, and in the nights to come, casualtics-
considerable casualties - but they did their Job without com-
plaint. MNovement of suppliscs to the 357th Infantry was seriously
curtailed by the necessity of ' walting until the 3rd Battalion

e

a

In the first day of the overstion the Division had successfully
crossed the foot elements of two reginents and had made a deep
penstration into the SIEGYRIED Cefenses; but success was by no
neans assured. No transport had been crossed through lack of

& ‘bridge or even a ferry and:the commanding observation main-

| tained by the eneny pernitted no assumption of. quick and easy
¢ construetion. No cuntact had been established bebtween reginents;

‘no firm contact existed in faoct between battalions. In the rear

arcas of both regiments the enenty tenaciously held pillboxes
which denied eny freedom of novement between river bank and ad-

vance elelients during daylight hours. Before any general ad-

vance could be prosecuted therefore, three conditions nust
heeds be uet: A ‘ : ‘ ~

1. The cleaning up of rear areas..

2. The establishuent of & firm lateral contact between all

units, a requisitawall»thepmome'necess&ry since the enemy was
dlready bpeginaning to infiltrate through existing gaps.
B. The construction and meintenance of bridgé'Or oﬁhéi;meana

 for crossing supplies and;supperting‘armor.‘

.7_December 1944

" Vhile supplies were*laboriously moved,aCrOSS-the SAAR @

4% reached their leading elements. Thereafter that Battalio
;:cmﬂtinued»wark!onathe,ﬁ@xtifi@atipns alomg'its left k an

early*mmrni@g»haurs,&a@ditianal*attempts,were'maQE,ta rr
nore expeditious crossing means. Three tines a cable v
ed across the river in the zone of the 357th Infantry; ;
1t was broken by the force of the current., A second treadway fer-
ry set was damaged by high velocity fire enroute to the crossing
site opposite BACHTEN. - - i .

“  the

Shortly[aﬂter d&yiightxsrd Batﬁaliah 558th;1nfantry'and,suppmrt~

ing‘artil;ery,hrakegup‘a{stncngQtank«supporteq attack before
7

‘ ‘ nk and
assisted the advance of the sd Battalion.  2nd B:  Dove

ing at daylight from its assenbly area in western Pi EN

UNCLASSIFIED .
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/ swung onto the right flank o e %rd Bn and attacked geqera]ly
‘f E in a step by step reduction of the pillboxes which durlng -
the first day had prevented contact with the lst Bn. Ina

bitterly contested day-long fight it cleared the area,in the ,
center of the regimental zone and linked the flank battallons
establishing a firm- regimental fr@nt aloné the W side of the
railroad tracks.‘ o per T

Degpite. the fluid 51tuat10n in the rear area, and Battallon
357th Infantry drove ahsad at 0700 and after a hotly opposed
adv+ ‘came up on line with the first Battalion. Thése two
units readausted to establish a tight perimeter defense on the
" High ground which commanded approachies from the N and NIﬁ ' A

Scarcely had these readjustments been executed when a concen-
tric assault was launched from three dlrectlonb the main '
force of the effort striking G Co from the NI, The attack
was prosecuted with determination and skill by High grade

P troops; but our infantry, no less tenacious, and abetted by

Lo ‘the ‘massed artillery firing at maximum rate, slowed, stopped
and threw back the onslaught; the enemy withdrew .in dlsoxder ‘
leaving no less than 150 dead on the field. Iieanwhile the
3rd Battalion set about the difficult task of clearing the
precarious supply routes. L Co attacked to6 the 8" to eliminate
those fortifications along the 1nter~reb¢mental ‘Dboundary; K.
0o moved N, to clear the plllboxes along the N arc of the rall»
way embankment and I Co moved I from the barracks area.to
secure 'a lodgment on the high. ground to the right of the an
Battalion. The work was slow and arduous, with artillery '
and direct fire support made difficult of co- ~ordination by the
fact that the ‘bulk of the troops were forward of the poxnts of
attaok. , ,

Throughout the day in the 357tk Infantry zons the enemy contin-
‘ ued infiltration and reoccupation of every pillbox not physi-
© . cally held by our troops. Even after his bloodily repulsed

attack against the 1lst and 2nd Battalions the Boche malntalned
steady pressure . in the area allow1ng our men no freedonm of ,
movement - fore¢ing them to remain contlnuOusly in their water-
logged fox holes, At 1730 five tanks moved 8 from BECKINGEN

along the road to DILLIVGEN but were dlSpersed with three casu-~
%itles ‘by alert artlllery observers and accurately delxvered

re.

‘The hlgh ground N of B:CKINGJN had been smoked continuously by

the artillery, but while that area afforded the enemy . his most
dominsting vantage point he could also view the . crossxng area f
from many additional points on a 180 degree arc.  iind conditions, |
the worst yet encountered, made impossible the meintenance of ‘
an effective smoke screen on the river line proper and, with ‘
every indication of construction drew immediate fire, brideging X
operations were postponed till dark. Darkness though- masking our |
~activity had its own peculiar drawback, for the rainy, moonless ‘
night retarded operations to maddenlng slowness. ‘hile

-5 o A1
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supporting engineers stfuggiédf¢o get}th@ir h6avy equipment to

the river bank, carrying parties in dssault boats-again went
into cction to provide a human supply line. 358th Infantry,
with excellent coununications behind them and the supply routes
free of enecuy interference except for heavy artillery fire on
the river itself, resupplied expeditiously and fully. In the
357th Infantry sector the story was different. ‘Here the river
was swifter and the:mahagement'ofuassault“bgats‘a‘diffioult
problemaﬂ;The:supplY'route,lﬁraVerSing the marshy ground,

was cut sporadically by machine gun fire frou the unreduced
pillboxes along the railroad embankment. The lst Battalion carry-
ing party was driven back by Boches who had infilfrated to the

rear of the Battalion area.,

The situation of the 357th Infantry presented additional problems.
Because of the infiltration tactics of the eneny it was lmperative
that each pillbox be physically outposted. Dach required a min-
inun of a .squad to allow’rOtatidn‘and;rast‘;‘Th@re'WBsquVShélter
of any sort-inm the area occupiled by the lst and .2nd Battalions
and the men, forced to vccupy continuously their water filled
Toxholes without opportunity to care for their feet, were already
developing symptoms of the dreaded trenchfoot. The regiment
was subjected to enémy~pr083ure,fr0m;tﬁe‘N,!EranduSE:;moreover :
its rear drea was not completely cleared. In view of these facts,
Division revised the originel schene oI maneuver and began to
plan on the employment of the 359th Infantry between | © ane
358th Infantrys to reduce the resistance between reg s to
relieve the pressure on the right of 357th Infentry, 0 crack
the statemate in DILLINGEN by the capbure of the hig ,

~ beyond the town.  The contemplated maneuver was nade
the 359th Infantry in the form of a warning order.,

'8 Deconer 1041

A1 attenpts of the emgincers to provide a vehicular fe:

were unavailing: bridge trucks bogeeld down enroute to the ri
ertillery fire destroyed the only orane; and control was lost
of working parties in the dark. The Srd day - a day of continual
counterattacks - dawned with the infantry still unsupported by
armor, AT guns or .adegquate supplies. : .

, i Y Juuping off, across the railroad tracks
was immediately engaged by héavy fire from the lerge, staunchly
constructed buildings which fronted the open siding area. No
emount of artillery fire could lessen the strength of :the eneny
opposition, and the lst Battdlion, except for a portion of C Co
which secured 2 footing in the railroad station across the tracks,

- was stopped for no gain. ‘ L R NEOE N

- lst Battalion 358th Infantr

i
83

o : N 10 -

"W

‘UNCLASSHHEB




JEFRODUCED AT THENATIONAL ARCHIVES ! DECLASSIFIED

At 1200, 359th Infﬁntry was directad to assembl
- ITZBACH area preparatory to crossing in the zon -
Infantry at midnight. The directive further r Julred that the
direct fire Weapons,. 8o laboriously emplaced‘d :

vide two foot bridges for

- closed into its’ deﬁigna
Vnecessary route reeonnaissanae for its nlght novement.
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8 December 1944 (Cont'd) ‘
3rd Battallon S58th Infantry sustalnud an “ttack at O?OO from 200

. infantry end 5 tanks. Ixcept for a shallow penetration betwesn

the 2nd-and 3rd Battalions this assault wag effectively contained.
However, the Boche maintained a steady prassuro throughout the
day by heavy artlllury, by machine gun fire and by the skillful

use of his roving tanks. By so doxng, he effectively prevented

the 2nd and 3rd Battalions from resuming the offensive but
he paid a considerable price: & tanks were destroyed, enemy in
abundance were kllled or woundod und some 50 taken prisoncr.

 The defenses of the 1st and Bnd Battalmons 557th Infantry were
 severely tested by a series of attacks which continued without

abatement from morning to night. 411 were repulsed with ex-
travagant losses to the enemy. Battalions raported that these

. Germans wers fanatical, that they advanced in ¢lose formatmon ‘
“through terrific: artmliery flre until their ranks wers decimated.

Never, they said, had they séen so many dead as littersd the
battlefield by the end of the day. I and L Cos were likewise
struck by an 1nfantry~tank assault; they too Held their gruund,

Although the regiment had yielled not an lnch, the constant
pressure was geginning to maeke itself feolt on ‘1; ‘

. posed, oasualty ridden ranks 'of the infantry : : 8 were
‘made to withdraw the lst and 2nd Battalions slig l, 80 that the

sigued, éx-

of the 357th

wtu

"he preced~~

ing week, be left in position together wit
platoons all under the command of a des: nated ataff officer. ;
357th Infantry was directed to report NCO guides to the adwence.
CP of 359th Infan 'y to-assist the movement through the former's
areas Arrangene 2

~were made for the Division Engineer to pro-
¢ regiment's crossing and the support~
and by with assault boats in the
| fail, By dark 359th Infantry had -
assembly areas and had. com@leted the

ing engineers di gcted
event the foot bridges st

Two regiments flghtlng With great courage und determinatlon had
scarcely been able 'to sustain themselves in the face of the
eneny's savage reaction to this p@nmtratlon into the SIEGFRIED
Defenses.,  Under orders to continue the drive and to gain contact
with the equally hard pressed 95th Infantry Division, on the 3

 and without expeotatlon of ‘outsidé assistance the DlViSlQn was
how prepared to deliver its remalnmng punch. Once the 359th

‘ﬁnf&ntry was committed, the issue must be decided by the Oth
Jnfantry Batta&ions with the support of the Division 4Artilleyy.

s
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At Division level the greatest task was to prov1de that minlmnm
vbrldging which would . allow passage of the armor and expedlte
the 10llcw of supplles. S o

9 Deccmber 1944

559th Infantry began their cr0581ng at OGBO Battallons in column
in the order: 1lst, 2nd, 3rd.  The swift currentxlf the swollen
SAAR hadznulllfied all attempts 2t the consgtruction of a foub
bridge and the crossing was conSQquently made by assault boats.

The lst B orossed rapidly but the continued reduction of the number
of available boats due 1o the necessity of comblning of engineer
crews for the réturn passage slowed the pgssage thereafter, = 2nd
and 3rd Battalicns completed their cross rivér Hovs nt a% 0440
and 0700 spect1Vely, under interwittent artillery f: '
dayllght lst Battallon on thb rl@’t and Bna Battq io

B0 the river, bolstered at its extremity b 3 :
for hl‘hkhad'res1st@d ,:V ect hits © 1 Zers.

; : yenses maae progress leW“and”adstly. g
‘the lst ana 21d Eattallons was no‘more rapld a8 the
baék wmth great fury Caee ,

) i

T6 theTN enetiy )ressura continued stron"&galnst
try.  The situation in th t Battal ~
Trendl 't eri :

: y une
to their fox
 imminent¢‘

mgrﬁing.‘ ’ - Qo 1 lat 1cked o
dally also t isvgallant llttle band fought back sav
enenly withdrew to liok his wounds.{_,

gained the‘exmtl &
and a strong Boohe
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9 December 1944 (Cont'd)

of that company were cut off and even considered to have been
captured. Meanwhile the lst Battalion was attacked by a nunsri-
cally superior force which pressed it until nightfall. Behind
the Battalions an Infantry support raft wase finally nade oper—
ative and began crossing AT guns.and Jeeps, welcome reinforce-
nents for the enbattled doughss . : o

At 1418 medical supplies'érrangé&“fdfswith~ﬁh@'LIX TaC the pre-

ceding day were dropped;in the lst Battalion 357th Infantry area
by four P 47's. The pilets did an excellent Jjob, .couing in fast
at tree top level and hitiing the drop zone squarely in- the
niddle. - : I *

Two hours later the first treadway ferry was completed and ready
for tanks. It was discovered howsver that a tank could not
negotiate the existing approaches snd a threec hour delay was en-~
foreed to properly prepare them. Ths first tank was safely cros-
sed ‘at 1930. One phese of the battle with the river had been
wonl! . Unfortunately, although across the river, tanks could
not yet be dispatched to those units who nost needed then be-
cause of the unreduced fortifications blockihg contact between
358th and 359th Infantrys. SR RN

The left two reginents were again supplied by assault boats and

carrying parties, the latter now numbering 200 nen.in the dase
of the 357th Infantry and somethingover 100 in the 359th Infantry.

Unsung heroes, these nen, for they braved the river, all -

ndnner of fires, and worked throughout the hours of darkness,

returning in the riorning to resume their normal duties,

48 the Division took stock of itself, it could but question the
ultimate future of the operation. 4ll Battalions wers comuitted
and a majority of these were not dispossd for an attack but
rather fighting desperately to hold their hard won gains. The -
nen of the 357th Infantry exposed to;the elements for four days,
were developing trench foot in increasing nuuber; the 359th
Infantry,operating,in an- area similarly devold of cover could:
logically be expected to fall prey to the same nalady in short
order. Although a vehicular ferry was operating behind 358th

“Infantry it was without value to the left two regiments until the

savagely held eneny salient 'in the middle of the. zone could be
reduced. There was no immediate prospect of a Jjuncture with

* the 95th Division cn the S since that unit was hotly engsged with

the defenses in the town of SAARLAUTIRN. Notwithstanding the
heavy losses which had been inflicted on the cnerny to our irmedi-
ate front and the capture of sone 800 prisoners, he continued to
marshal strength against our regiments. All this the jpersonnel
of the Division khew. They knew too that there was no alternate
ive and accepted the challenge. o ' : SRR
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Beglnning at dqybreak ploceneql uttacks were launched galnut
all portionSJof the DlviSlon front, prov1d1ng further 'proof of
the eneny's determlnatlon to throw us ‘baeck. ucross the SAAR whate
ever the cost. . .

An eneny group, sunported by 5 tﬂnks, penetruted the 3rd Bat~
telion 357th Infantry's line frou the BE, up the DILLINGEN - ,
BECKINGEN Road. The Boche infantry was thrown back in disorder
but the tenks carried on, three reaching a point less than one
hundred yards from the Batbalion OFP before they were destroyed.
by bazookas. The remaining two turned tail and-were immobilized
vy artillery while in flight. 4t the sane tiue, a strong force
attacked and rlanksd C Co on the lst Battalion left; the entire
day was consuned in-elininating this threat.- This acbion, sin-
ar to, those Quring the preceding four days, made requisite a .
shortening of the regimental front and thCqurnatlon of a regi-
mental reserve to adequately cope with the situation. The 3rd
Battalion, considered free after the passage of the 359th xnfantry,
was not- in reality-so; on the right flank the lst and 2rd Bat-
talions, 359th Infantry had been stopped short of a complete pas-
sage of lines and elements of the Brd Battalion, 357th Infantry
wero oonsequently still in close contaet. - i -

All Battallmns of the 359th Infantry cmntlnu@d hamdering at the
plllbaxes which, thickly clustered in their zone, confronted them
on all sides. The eneny still held the high ground  in the ar
of the lst and 2nd Battslions and from that oammandmng rrai
¢0untera usck@d each forward thrust by the assault el
was a fierce fight with ecch individual pillbox an obj L
call ing for a co-ordinated atta ., & rapid consolldatian ~ﬂﬂ an
equ& ly swmft orgmnlzatlun for d@fense,\ - »

The problems oonﬁrontlng the 3rd Battallon Gommandlng,, "WG?G
: .t ~ the unlt had becoue widely ¢ ; o

libmxes but conﬁaot
fte v01ca r&dl@.“ 1¢

und absarbed by the 1st and Brd B
latter unit quickly repulsed the attack dlrected age ,
during the early morning accounting for four tanks in the brlsk

fight. But the weight of the Boche assoult was aimed at the lst
Battalion 2nd  that unit was heavily engsged until dark. On its

extreme rlght the attzckers isolated the, twc blatoons of A Co

M
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occupying the fortified'slaughter:houses(whicthrovided the regi-
rient with anple- rations since 6 Decenber) and poundsd their strong-
hold with terrific artillary'aoncentrations. But they were vp-
beatable though contact with them was nOtfreestablisheﬁfuntil '

the fullcwing«daygi”1n/viewwdf,the~d@velopments on both flanks,

2nd Battdlion withdrew 1ts I Co elements to the W gide of the
tracksxanﬂ\prepared»to~movepto:thefaid’of»either adjacent bat-
talionk ,It'was;evident’thatnthe"Gérmans«were,bent on an ‘all-out
effort for their attacks were supported by & Sustained cannonsde
ing which smashed into PACHTEN and W‘DII&INGEN‘erm'daWH~'til
derk.. . e o0 SR R - o
Difficulties,in;abundanceﬂcmntinued~to,arisefon the river. By
0800,. the rapid fall of the SALR srounded the ferry Just off the ;
near'appnoaah;andfeffactively‘stoppeﬂAoperations, “While the -
‘approaches were being extended (& corduroy jébfrequiring,hours},‘
to allow loading in deeper water the smoke screen dissipated SR
Lonentarily. - Given a brief glinpse of the activity on the near [ .
bank,‘nhefKrauﬁswlaused.heavywand acourate onnoentratioﬁs whichf*
partially destrdyed all floats.  For the renainder of the day,
eneny artilleryfraked‘theuwork;siteasuffioiently ﬁreqm@ntly to
prOhibitfeffective,salvagejopérations; It was apparent thet
bridging could be. successfully carried on only under an absolute
smak@~mover;but'althOughmevery resource had been nustered, the.

maintenance of 'that cover was a’doubtful quentity, Twenty add |
Snoke generators emnplaced on. . both sidesjaf,@hé‘riveerravi&@dwﬁh@
basic sgr@gn,,sup@lementa&;byifl@ating‘and land sunoke pots; the
artillery and égaﬂ,ahemiaal\martars\blin@a&uth@:enemygabServa%,i;,
tions and covered the breaks in'the-ﬁagpo”lfscmeenyk It was the
biggGSﬁfqparatian,'oﬂ its kind yet atten %6@wiﬁ'@0mbato"8ﬁﬁ -
nature was Pro Germant High winds whip d through the valley, ;
fiTSt”N@,thﬁnj3y~Qh&ﬁgﬁhgﬁﬁireﬁtiﬁn SQ~,r&l imes,af&@y;,wmheésmqkei
ization. : for t &ht well be coupletely |
ve b; i 4 their best - all too
frequenﬁly‘they'wﬁregthwmrted-by.the,elemenﬁsm R

A woﬂ"fﬁﬂw |

At 2000, in aoahfcrénce/helafinthe_aséthrinfantry»C?, decision

was nade to withdraw the &8t‘anﬁfgnd,Baﬁ%alians,~557th\1nfantry‘_
to moreyravowablefgr@und»toxfipmatha~regimeﬁt on-a line which ‘
Oould«beihe;d;with‘its.greamly;r@dugadtstrength, At the same
tine the 3rd Battalion 389th Infantry was directed to relisve g
call clements of the 3rd. Battalion B57th Infantry to permit that
latter unitito;clear all eneny resistance elong the railroad N

to a point*abreaStJaf,the~lsthattalionb‘ P e

During*the,ﬁight, the assault boat ferry servics functioned rapid-
ly and Snoothly, thanks to the decreasing current and receding
waters of the SA4R. K11 units crosgged the desired supplies in

~ the desiredgquantitiesﬁand‘evaeu@ﬁed,the W

,'.’15',*

: bulk of the wounded and
brisoners. i : ' s
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4t 0200 the Germans supported by their ever present tonks. Aros
between. the lst and 3rd Battalions 359th Infantry and overran
pillbozes before being brought under control. The status of
those elemeptﬁ,of'the~5rd‘Bautali@n,in_ﬁhe_pillboXeg¢in~question,
remained obscure. Since the 1st Pettalion was at the time :
sideslipping to the right (5§) it -counterattacked at daylight to
recover th@j&ost-groundAbutimade,littla.pxogﬁesﬁ.f~Meanwhile
the,B%d:Battalion‘continued~its painfully slow regrouping and
probed to the S to accurately determine the enmemy dlspositions

in ths still existant salient. £nd Battalion maintained its
position and cleared two f8) rear area pillboxes which had been
reoscupied by . infiltrating Kreuts the preceding day. During this
period, the.QOth_Hevenﬁaiﬁﬂance:Troopiwas*éttached to- the 359th-
Infantry, and given responsibility for the outposting of* the .

';DiViSionﬁN;flank'alqng.the,w'bamk-of]themSkAR.n The Infantry of
the shell was assembled in BURIN preparatory to joining their -
Battalion at dark. . o o

5}
3

lst,andr3rd,Battalions\35?th.1nﬁantmyfaccbmpiished their planned
iﬁnﬁ~withdrawing_3:anﬁfsw-an\avemagefof;ﬁﬁﬁ meters,

K Co continued the attack against the enemy held pillbc ,
on-the N side.of the embankment jof the EW portion of

i R

road and in the days fight captured 3 pillboxes end some 8

By midafternoon 1lst Battalion 358th Infantry had re-esta
contact with the 8 ,pletoons of A Co in the slaughter hous
finding them somewhat shaken but completely intact. All bat-
; talians,in;the'regimant;conﬁinued reconn ance and deve. ment
'of“enemyap;sitionar&Qrasﬁ,the railroad btrack but at o
forwardngVementg:,De@ailad,rmutefreccnnaissance fail
termire a passable lateral route for tanks in accor
proposed plan of running the ga tlet of enemy def
liver armored support to the 5E and 357th Infant:
front of the 3rd Battalion s, a multiple tra oad
ran through a deep cu o} r o concrete overpass which con-
nected with the BECKINGEN - i
overpass.and the interse
sary armér route and at th
359thts position via which the B
‘8ing flank sorties. L

- In the area now occupied by the ,90th Reconnaissanc 6 en- |
- emy stepped up his artillery and mortar fire and f¢ ; i
; time opened up on the outposts with gustained machine
. Hig progrem of fires incrsased in intensity thr
. While not particulerly uneasy of the situatioc
' faced the fact that its strength was co:

and that no troops were available to rein orce
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- to surrender and moved out to the pillho

the long awaited contact with a platoon
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the event of an enemy croéSing‘opposité"theVlatter. These cir-

cumstances were,uQmmuniqated'to‘Corpswand resulted in the alert-

ing of the 10th irmored Division to be prepared to move ‘oné-
Combat Command;to that'area;in the event anything untoward de=

veloped,

12 Decembér'1944; 

'Work'éontinued all night on the vehicular ferry and'the'equaliy‘

important approaches while supplies flowed cross river at the

Tastest rate since the beginning of the operation. Small boat

Terrying was greatly facilitated by the instellation of two sup-
port cables in the zone of the 359th Infantry. . : :

K Co, 357th Inféntry; gompléteiy ralieved‘by-the‘ﬁrd~ﬁattalion,
359th;Infanxry;-resumed»the;atpack_yjtoquear the railroad embank-
ment and succeeded in eliminating ell but the northernmost two

pillboxes, This advance broadened the base of the bridgehead,

Tirming the left flank of thefmiviﬁion,vnd;m@reft¢aﬁ;reﬁﬁm§ensf;

',ing.fgr'the-slighﬁ withdrawal of the lst and 2nd Bettalions a

day previously. Whﬁl@\each~of,the;Battali@nSawasfreG@nstim te
ing‘ajreserve,companyg;zn&,Battalianjwasfattackﬂd/by~a Boche Bate
talion, -striking from the draw generally B of that unit's posite
ion. This effort was repulsed with characteristic thoroughness
andfth?gfoe; contented himself tlereafter with sharp probes into
the lst and 2nd Battalions! Perimter. et S

1 fully

ThelVéhieularﬂferry was=rédoﬁ$tmuoted andﬂfu
morning and the crossing of armor reinitiate

S
4 part]

tanks and TDs proceeded with dispateh. n , ces~
sary to suspend ferrying late in the after o on
the impassability of the approach route to PAC rupld

{the 1
- rise of the SAAR having inundated the dirt road), better then a
compeny each of tanks and rDs,ha@;been~&e&ivemﬁﬂﬂt@{ﬁhEmfar‘banmw

norn at the pillboxes
A58 A o

the 7 held salient separating the
At 1300, a Luxe: rger volunteered to

a total of 5 pillboxes showed the w;
Germons. A 3rd Battalion, 358th Ianfantr
the fo;tifia&:arpa,imm@&i&tely thereafte

moving N through
established at 1580

. Al on of the Srd Battalion,
©99th Infantry, holding a large pillbox in sdvance of the B53th's

line. This latter unit, given up for lost 2 days previously, had -

su@ce5s£ull¥;@ap$ur@d,the”pillbéx;thus,gre ly aiding the cture.

Two platoons of armor were quickly:disyaﬁghﬁ&fﬁhraugh+%h% 359th
Infantry to the 857th Infantry. = . ‘

L
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This day was notable
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for two reasons - the 358th and 359th wewo

finally joined and armor was henceforth available to all baiw

talions.,  In a norma
- gible import but o
the SAAR they were a

erdtion thess might be matters of negli-
the 90th on the seventh day of combat J of
ccomplishments of considerable magnitude.

L. opers

I Co, 357th Infantry topped off- the activities by reducding the"

two remaining piilbo
ecuted night assault

&3 December 1944

Although the Divisio

xes along the railroad in a skillfully ex-

bl was*abnéentraﬁeduin‘the7smallest‘attack'

area in its comwat alstory, a combination of circumstanees~made3

whe problem of, maint
Troope while not act
cand-skillfully led.

enance of galns difficult. The opposing
ing in concert, were excellent individually
They infiltrated toldly.  They took and

reoccupied undermanned pillboxes and Onc@;re@&ined;theﬁ‘foughﬁf}
fsavagely“tavholdvthemx‘*Therein“lay,the erux of the problem:

pillboxes by the sco
depleted strength of
within 500 meters of

res dotted the bridgehead area and.the |
~all units made the manning of all boxes '
“the frant;lines~a‘physical,impossibility.

ALY regiments had already pressed imto servite ag infantry,.

personnel of .cannon
‘miscellaneous other:

and antitank companies, guard platoons and
personnel not required for service as carry-

"ing:pattiés.r-Aﬂ“additimnaluGomplieatiOn#lay in the fact that -

the character of the
. or-counterattack gro
~Commander.: - Bach pas

‘resistance demanded that mobile support
up be habltuelly available to each Battalion
‘éingwdaynsawqthebnumber_offcombaﬁ\affectivgs

dwindling from wounds, trench foot, exposure and sickness.

- The obvious solution
- for shelter fell sho
- 0f the demolition .su
.bridQEhead.g'flwﬁyg>

The ultimate securit
in the consolidetion
maneuver would give

. make avedilable to the 90th the SAAT
8tep towards fulfillment of this obj ve from t

capture of the PRINS

of blowing all pillboxes not 'required

rt of realization because of the inadequacy
pplies which could be transported to the S
y of both the 90th and 95th Divisicns lay
of the two separate bridgeheads. Buch a -
each-unit a brotected flank snd moreover
UTEZRN Bridge.' The first

- standpoint

‘RIVER bridge (or bridge site)

/cﬁ‘tbﬁgoth was an expansion of it&‘hél&‘inVDILﬁxmamwfa@a the‘f

DILLINGEN - SAARLAUTERN Road. Should success be 1i

- the foregoing, it we

contracted towards DILLINGEN and PACHTEN, pulling t
of the left two regiments under cover to increase ¢

. Powsrs. Division we
kantrys. conld not ma

for any protracted period under continuously, heavy: dresst
town - of DILLINGEN ,could be held indefinitely as a Divisio

e

8 felt that the Divisions left

S-confident that while the 3b7t
intein: themselves on their preser

ure
n
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strongpoint. Consequently plans were issued for a partial re-
adjustment preliminary to a continuation of the attack to o
selze the remainder of DILLINGEN on 15 Decewber. Precedent o
this assault, 3rd Battalion, 358th Infantry was to sgocure the
overpass and road intersection beyond it, thereby facilitating
the planned sideslip of the 3rd Battalion, 359th" Infantry.

Ferrying continued eminently“Sucoessful with the bulk of the
armor, wire and litter jeeps, command vehicles and emmunitions
trucks crossing pridr to dark. ' But an entirely new problem

was developing. iTherroad,fromnthe”ferrY,Site to PACHTEN was
deeply inundated and was disintegrating; each vehicle had to be
meticulously guided through the mile stretch with the least mishap

spelling disaster in the shape of a roadblock.

For the most part the battalions regrouped in prevaration for
further action. 3rd Battalion, 359th Infantry, pertially relieved
by lst Battalion elements, sideslipped 8V and took over from the
remaining platoong of L Co, 357th Infantry; the Battalion also
recovered the pillboxes lost the preceding night. “Srd Battalion
&58th Infentry, employing the TDs, hammered at the pillboxes
surrounding its limited Objective - the railroad overpass.
Throughout the zone, the enemy pressire slackened perceptibly.

lé_Decémber lSéé"'ri n | | o :
Atw1523ooA,1ehémy'attackeaethe'mfcé‘platéon manning the northern-

most pilllbox along the reailroad spur and after routing the outposts,
~ Torced the surrender of the occupants. Counter meeSures were = 1
- immediately planned and at daylight a reinforced platcon of L

Co moved N and in a well planned assault retook the fortification;
the charge which'bleW“thg,dcar killed 16 enemy and the remaining

25 surrendered promptly.

For three days the enemy dispositions in the vieinity of the over-
pass and main road intersection opposite the 3rd Battalion, 358th
Infantry had been minutely reconnoitersd. ‘During the night,
TDs and tanks were emplaced in sslected direct-fire position

and an elaborate fire plan developed. At 0% 0, in the helf light

- of the misty morning, I and L Gasfassaulted<abreast;vsupportéd4

by murderous fires, both direct and indirect. The careful plan-
ning paid off - by 0900, the Battalion was on its objective,
controlling the road intersection. Four pillboxes had been re-
duced and 70 prisoners taken. Following the action, Brd Battalion

- 859th InfantrY'mbvedUsw:and re1ieved“the 3rd Battalion 358th
~Infantry,,theﬂlatter assembling in PACHTEN as regimental reserve.

For the remainder of the day, 858th Infantry continued preparations
for the morrows' attack, o o : o v ' ’

2l
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14 Deceuber 1944 (Cont'dy

The vehicular ferry was damageu at lZUO by a heavy ﬂ?iﬁllolf
concentration and operations were ‘duspended. lioveuent .oi
supplies proceeaea,on a well orgauized basig. 29,cargo carrier:
had replaced the bulk of the carrviig parties, and trail ferrie
had replaced agsault ﬁ“utaef‘pll units had a feserve stock on

TOTAT

the far banks with l: arge’ uumos bulldlnb up in PAC:LMu¢,

(-\
3
S

15 Decemver igas. o

The 358th Iniantry tobetLer With the 359th Infantry through the
early morning hours of the 15th laid’ tne ground WoPk’ for the
renewal of the assault against the treiendous Strength within

the eneiy positions iubedded along the Tast side of the railroad
ﬁrdcr@ in DILLIIV3ZN. These defenses consisted wainly - of nany
mutually supporting plllboxes and ;ortlfled QUlLdlhéS ngl manned

by a utubborn enemy. Ry ‘ : S S

i3

| The lst Bn, 358th Lnfantry, due to tne d1¢flculty in’ gettmno 1Ls
| subportlnb TD's into pOSlthﬂ, ‘was delayed somewhat inltlally
‘ while the 2nd Bu, fioving off on tlme,,Wag halted just over the
©, line“of devaxturé by the intense éneuy mortar, artlllery and
/ machine gun fire from. theé Tast portlon of town. -The Bh imied-
v,lately ¢alled for the 4.2" mortars to lay a sm@ke conoentratlon,
to their Ifront and flanks. Under cover of the suoke screen The
| two assault’ companles forced their way across the expoaed‘rall~f
‘ road tracks to the protection of the buildings end were able -
at the saune tlme to. uaneuver tiree tanks lnto nos 1tlonlw1nh the
_assault waves. The advance, at . first, was slow but 'with the - -
Cdarmor and tank des trOyers ewployed in full, thusg plac¢ng 1
overwhelming amount ‘of accurate fire agaant the enemy f
catlons and the 1nfan“ry's skillful and aggress lve a
‘soon, beca@e possible | or‘tue Bi to break iato the e ‘
causiﬂﬂ the Boche” to, “in some cas ges, surrenaer theigel
the utter confusion Caused by the fury of ‘ovur coubined attac
after tue initial delay the 18t Bn pushied off without the 1o
_ and succeeded in saining a iocthold‘oa the east side of tl
. tracks gt which tiue tle enemy laced every inch of %l . Dr
with devas ating fire. 1e Bn, through & 1fflculby, el 60
the TD's and tanks into po 1t10a and togetlier in a goo &in&ﬁed
effort by all’ supporting wedpons, mllOW@d ‘the lniantry to capture
'destroy and drlve Out tue _enety frou LAS LLR. /

Only thrgugn the verfect cooperatlon between the armmr AU?S
and lnfantry dlq it becoue possible to capture the rﬂglm@ﬂtal
objective. some 300 mebers east Of the rallroad tIdCuSu’, ,

- During the night tie companleu were 1ofced to u@ﬂﬁ patrola bac
Lhrough the ‘once cleared ared t0 clean out the few pockets bjw
pass eq durlng the attack and the’ Booue 1nilltratorb. :

R ¥

P
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- and‘infantry‘nearby‘and“managedﬁto drive away the an
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The 359th Infantry on the o58th Infantry's left), attacked ot
1320 with the 3rd Battalion on the. right followed by ‘the lst
and 2nd Battalion‘sfat'1500.‘_Meeting,‘initiallyb organized
resistance,. the Battalions routed the Boche and pushed forwerd
some 500 yards. The Zrd Battalion linked up with the 2nd Bat-
tallon of the 358tH Infantry and the lst Battalion 359th In-
fantry at 1745, thus scouring the left flank of the 358th

~Infantry and lmproving the divisions footthd.withinﬁthe-SAAR,

Bridgehead. -

The 357th Infantry maintained its pesition NE of PACHTEN moving
Tagk Force Thomngon across bthe S4LR River to relieve the lst
Battalion who, greatly diminishad in strength wag tired and in
need of, in many cases, medical attention due to trench foot

end sickness. Task Force- Thompson consisted of all personmel
from the regimental AT Co, personnel from the Battalion AT .
platoons and the drivers from the Cannon Co. . ' a

L3

16 December 1944

The'assault?regiménts‘cbnsoli&atedﬂtheirfpositions within =

DILLINGEN while tho 357th Infantry had an’ unusual bubt very pleas-
ant surprise. 4 soldier, who had. been isolated in a pillbox for
S days. with 15 other members of I Co, escaped by working his way

‘ carefully through the surrounding enemy's lines, returned to

1 the TD's
freeing the beleaguered pillbox and the trapped soldiers.

the SriCBattaliQh;Cbmmahding;Officer,70btained7ai&,

ivision ched o ver 1 n. Men wers
gltogether;ﬁob;féw~wﬁthinﬁthéfrifle“companig”}gna,repiapémenps,U,
in the near future wereé not contemplated. - 4 decision had to be’

The Division had reeched o very critical situats

s a fighting unit,

‘reached in order tO“maiﬁtain_theTeffEétiveness Q£“thé/DiViSiQn'
‘The solution:

- The reduction of the Gannon Co's, elimination of the AT platoons
- of the Inf Bn Hq Co's, the reduction of the 8lmm morter platoons

of ‘Heavy Weapons Co's to one platoon dffthree/sguéds;)elimin@ting

three section Hqﬂs,and‘three‘mmrtar,squad$, thé7tr&nsfer“to in-

- fantry unassigned Privates and Ffc's in a number equal to 5% of

the T/0 strength of each Co ex¢ept rifle companies, was the,plan .
¢stablished et this time. . = o T cna ‘

VECKRING BARRACKS was 0 be the treiming ground.
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The 358th and 359th were 10 contlnue the uttack on the lBTh
to c¢lear the remenncer of DILLINGEN. Plans, reconnaissance and
resupply were the main points emphqsized throughout the day in
the bridgehend *rea. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

The lst’ Battalion, 557t1 Infantry was ordered to réturn to
I%CHTBN upon clc51ng to revert to regimentql contrul. ‘

The prlncipal p01nt to be exercmsed in the executlon of this
futwre attack was cuutlon.

la) To gWLﬂ with.‘the absolute minlmum in oﬁsualtles the
tas a551gned oh‘ectlvas,- PR .

(b) To hold, upon regcbing the obaectlve, until the 5th

Division in the SAARLAUTBRN Brlﬂgeheud Was. uble to move abreast
~of the- 858th Infantryo : , B

8 December 1944

The 359th Infuntry, with the lst and 2nd- Bmttallon establlshing
a base of fire against the high wooded ridge N of DILLINGEN, :

moved the 3rd Battalion (right flank Battalion) at 08 nrough
the northern portion of DILLINGEN in a co-ordinated al

the send | Battallun's of the aﬁath. The urd Batt Ll nlmgved
quick hrough the - i
ﬁegli : resiﬁ,~nce and blocking all upproaoheg in - Eown:

The 3@ th Infuntry with the End Battalxo
n the right attacked with the 2nd Batt
cleariug,ll aity blocks and de
Junoty { lion‘ys

began immedlately to probe wmth patrols, the f)
to th@ Battalion's S. The 3rd Battelion, to the right rear
of the lst Battalion, faced to the S protecting the right flank
of the D1v1slon along the PRIMS Rlven ,

'Ihe ﬁswhxnfant"y remainw {n place protecmng the left flank
Lot L The lst Battelion begen to move across the
”aNGEN to PAOHTEN at 1830 closmng in Ihﬂh~wg;'

at BOOO. , | e
The reglmsnts were alerted durmng the night for fear of p0551ble

paratroop landings. Indications greatly fuvored the possxbillty
tant the Boche would employ such tactmas.

ot
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19 December 1944

An increase; in the enemy act1v1ty was gulite nutlceable B and S

of BuCKINGuN . The men of the 357th Infantry, few that were Uhy%~
ically capable, were on a constant alert for another Ge rman  oliade
lenge to-our hard won positions.. Information obteined frem a
prisoner indiceted that'a Battalion of picked men was going to
attack the regiment on the 20th. & Co, 357th Infantry, less one
platoon, was moved to a. position on tho ridge line directly 8
of Task Force Thompson, rcady in the event that such an attack:
did materialize.

Sunplies were still fcrrled through 11terdlctory Shell fire.
The mud, rain and ever increasing cold weather mdde the alfflcul*
ties along the river bank More NUmerous. ‘

¢ The situation in. the AREEFNBD was still guite fluid and. 1ndi~
cations were more numerous that there was. 2 buildnup in th@ S&AR~

— MOSILLE triangle.

The Div161on was oraered during tbo afternOJn to begin immediately
the w1thdrawal of all unlts to tne W bank of the SAAR .

It promised to be one of the mast aellcute uperatmuns over undcrw
gone by the 90th. Division. It involved trunspurtgtxun vf nine.
battalions of 1nfantry and ,over 100 vehicles, inc uding tanks and
TD's, across a river that wes unler enémy observation as well as
within artillery range and without a single span. 6 entire
operation would have to depend on & smngla ferry, a qut brmdge
and a- few assault boats.~ , 5

, The lelowing was the plan as to sequence of events for tne with»
,,,,,,,, . drawa SR T D N e L

(alf 1o- 20 December, ulk of thc armor. | el
(b) 20-21 December, wheeled transportatiun (less the essen-
tial nlnimum) | i T

* One Battallon each Reginent.
Regimental CP 357th Infantry.,"'
EXCess supplles ~~-U S. Deaa

S (o) 21-28 December, all rerainlng,‘lncludlng engineur equip~
ment on River in f0110w1ng order:

Remainmng armor and wheeled trunsportatxon. B
 Bulk of troops. S
Shells.

Bngmneer Equipment.

DG
VV\—’V
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Orders were;issuad that the folLawxng vnlts would nmove to the W
side of the erer ‘Lv*ug the first night; Co Brand Co €, 773rd
TD Battalion, Co G, 3suu“ﬂ‘run , 712th Tar "1attallon.‘ By
‘midnight, 11 "Dy Jmo 2% ton/traehs, 9 Jeepﬁ and 1 % ton truck,
2 M«20's aﬂd 2 M~6 had muvec to the W bank of the river.

On ‘the return trlp it wes necessary to return approximately 12
. 2% ton trucks and 7 Jeeps for thc reSupply of the troops in the
~ bridgehead. -

By the end ,of the first nig bt tne w1thdrawal was m@vxng along
smouthly anﬁ w1tnout 1nclment,‘,, D :

20 D@cember 1944 - “jfof ~  ;

‘Engineers and. infuntrymen, worked feverlshly all nlght to speed

the safe. transportmtlun of the amor and TD's to the W side of the
- River., "By 09830, 12 TD'&, 21 trucks, 1 halftrdck, 3 desault guns,

1 M-2, 4 2% ton trucks, jeeps, 2 M&8°s, 2 SP'S and 2 ammo

carriers were ferried ‘to the W bank. X :

Bngineers contmnued succassfully’to.m.lntaln tha constanﬁ fluw
‘of traffle to the W bank. Aidditional fuel drawn for the smoke
generators was rushed to the E bank of the rmver to ald in the
screening mf the withdrawul.:l , ,

During the day, the expec%eﬂ counterattack that was to'h
Force Thompson ¢id not materialize due to the excellent; te
“dictory fire placed in the S=Speeted qsscmbly areas, 7
358th, 259th and the 315th Ingineers in thé towns of DI L
and IhCHT“N began the laborious work of systematicelly pla bng
baoby traps AP and A/T mines as well as complotely ﬂeg it

A fuotbriage was construotbd in. order to move the fo
back to..the W 'bank. By midnight the 357th had th
aeross and proceeding well to their new ass
359th Infantry withdrew their 1st Battallun ;*
© eompleting the operation at 205 .
drawal of their 3rd Battali

: vSrd and 1a$t Bdttallun to ¢ os”

it n the 22nd .
~ il heir force froa the
line during the night @f aoﬁm and 2lst leavmng only a cavering S
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shell which in turn would withdraw at the last moment. The

regiments were directed to destroy as much enemy material,

mllltary and 01v1llan, a8 was possible prlor to their depart

The 357th Infantry outpost pogitions were taken by ¢o B at
the commanding positions, from a point dowinating the turve in
the river below the V07tn Infantry crossing site to app*oxlmat~
ely 1000 yards N of REALIKGMH, reinforced by patrols who were-
to contact the fixed posts at regular intervals. In auultlon,
positions vere occupied at the entrance of SIZRSDORF. ~AS the
balance of the ‘regiment was preparing bo begin its withdrawal,
Tagk' Force‘Thonpoon reoemved two counteratbacks which vwere
decisively punished by our artillery and mortar fire, the Boche

~evidently in do,perate desd of substantial information concern-

ing the inactivity of th@ 1orward elementS of the reglment.

The 2nd and 3rd Battallon?s oOtn Infantry, minus shells, initi-
ated’ thhdrawal at 1900, Thb 2nd Battalion was com@letely acrogs
minus the shell by 1949.  The 2nd moved from.uhs river to
OBIZRESCH. The Srd orossed at 2045, Co C, being the covering
force, established their new line that vas to link wmth the
remalnmng ooverlng forces of the division.

The 3rd - Battallon o58th had w1thdrawn and was to remain in
WALLERFANGEN, - Durlng the morning the Battalion moved by motor
to OBZRLINBERG. The 2nd Battalion, minus shell, began its

" withdrawal at 1900 across the foot bridge with fhe 1st Battalion,

minus shell, prepared to follow at 2045, The foot bridge was
all: that remalned in addmt;on griel Co A, the covering force.

Vehlcles tanks and TD’S oontlnuod to move across the river

at whlch time the enemy began to increase the well placed artil-
lery fire on the bridge and ferry sites. The enemy from time to /
time placed intense artillery fire on WALLIRFANGEN and other ap-
proaches to the ferry sites making the work for the engineers
more and more dangerous., leflculty after difficulty arose.

The roads on the © side of the river were becoming increasingly
worse, which caused teanks and vehicles alike to become frequently
stuck, greatly slowing the entire operation. To further handi-
cap the eévacuation, the river now at its lowest ebb, caused
great difficulty on the part of the tanks and TD's as they had

to be winched out one by one over the stewep slippery bank. To
make matters even worsc, artillexry fire, well plaOQd destroyed
the vehicle ferry stopping all operation on the river front for
the remainder of the afternocon. The men laboring at the waters
edge were nearlng thb peak OL exhaustion. : '

It was fast becomlng a race. agalnst time for by mlanmght with only
& Tew hours remaining the division stlll had approx1matcly 25
armorbd vchlcles on the E bank.

277
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Work was contirvel with the roads becoming more and more of a -
hazard at the bridge site. The men, under incrsasing pregsure,
worked in completo darkness undeér artillery fire and increasing
cold to complete the withdrawal with the minimum loss to materiel.
Orders were issued for the sucks generator company to begin
smoking the ferry site at 0830 for it was quite evident that all
the vehicles could not jpossibly be evacuated before daylight.

The withdrawal of the covering shell began at 0300 and was com-
IpZetely clear of the T side by 0545. However there still re-
mainad 8 TD's and 5 tanks on the Z bank together with one smoke
sruck and- 10 odd jeeps. The men wers bending every effort to
rescue. the remaining vehicles before the Boche became aware

oF the fact that the Division was bulling back to the western
shore. By 0830 therec were 3 bPieces of armor, 5 jeeps and one
suoke truck left to be evacuated. Tach man was waiting, half
expecting the Boche to move in to Stop the evacyation of the ,
remaining vehicles, There was no longer that secure feeling that
the protecting shell would stave off the eneny for there wasn't

any shell now. ~

At 0955 the German for the first time became aware that there was
2 withdrawal in process. At this tine the ferry site began

to receive mortar and, direct machine gun fire, Inmediately

the Division Artillery~began't0zsmash;the,western outskirts of
PACHTEN end DILLINGEN with barrage after barrage to block off
the enemy pursuit. 45 ninutes later the Division had on the )

W benk everything that could possibly ‘be transported across, free

 from capture by the enemy. The Division left behind a total

of two TD's, two disabled tanks, one % ton truck and one 2% ton
bruck which were destroyed before‘abandoning’démplételyjthe ol
bank. = - s | I i

The engineers were forced to destroy the ferry and the boats
that were left in the river. 4t 1000 the smoke was lifted only
to reveal a burning mass of twisted structures and bloody memor-
ies of battles hard won and ground gallantly gained. There was
& lump in the throats of many who left the SAAR Bridgehesad.

| The 358th Ihfantry moved by motor to;effecttthe ralieftof the

right flank elements of the %rd Cavalry Group and establish a
Cefunse line from a point just I of BUSCHDORF to RIPPLINGEN.

Tis 1st Battalion upon arriving on the W bank entrucked and noved
G0 LATLARORF, FRANCE as regimental reserve. The Srd pBattalion
peves to WALDWEISSE, detrucking at 1130 and occupied a line
Lhdtigh WHLLINGEIN BUDUGEN with an OPLR along the rivers edge.

The “1d Battalion moved by motor to LAUNSDORF, FRANCE.

The 35¢th Infantry upon completing its”withdféwai\across the SAAR

-
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2z December 1944 (Conttd).

imzediately noved to take up positions elong the river with the
lst Battalion on “he left from RIPPLINGEN 8 to MECHETRY and the
2nd Battalion on the rightﬁfrOm.MEGHERmys;to'the'NIEDfRIVBQ, the
drd Battalion»inureserve,in,the‘viginitypof'BIRIN@ENq |

-

The 357th Infantﬁy'movédvinfﬁhe‘order»of 5rdeattaliQn,»Bnd,Bat~

‘talicﬁ;"AT,;Gannon;*Hq~Co,and.thetlst-Battalion less outposts.

The movenent began at 1300 through nerrow, muddy and congested
roads but with excellent road and traffic supervision under the
circumStances.“The‘ragimgnt.cloged in the 3rd Battalion by 1430
et CUNRENNE.. The 2nd pattalion finding other units in the town
of LAUNSFELD was forced to wove to KAIENBOURG. Billeting was
quite a problen due to the crowaed conditions of all the small
villages in the rear division area. The lst Battalion moved into
HAUTEeSlERGK4after‘finding“KIngﬂmAmmER¢oagupied by Corps troops.

 ith considerable jugeling the reglment succeeded in getting all

. troops under cover and.a ‘progreaun for rehabilitation was limediately
‘set up as well as a plan of defense,and~cou@teratta@k.,~“f, S

Division 0P moved back to VECKRING BARRACKS. =

ThiS"mérkedlthe end of the'Streﬁﬁous oparatiéns B of thé S&AR River

»

and the beginning of & bericd of a more static and less active

type,‘ Of ,Warfare gL

23 *,5@ Deéémber 1944.jf 

The diyision establishing its defenss, with the 3rd Gavalvy aroup

,attachéd,,ff@m?the'MOSELL&5River I to the SAAR, then 8 to the

TIED ‘RIVER. At this point the left flank of thd 258th Infantry
linked with the srd Cavalry Group. The 858th Infantry linked on
the right with the'SSQﬁh‘Infanﬁry~at RIPELL « The 3B9th In-
fantry covered the sector from the 8 of RIPPLINGEN to the N bank
of the NIED RIVER where visual contact was made with the 95th
Infantry Division. Initially the regiment constructed hasty
fielddfortifications with soue difficulty due to the frozen
ground. . R -

The division imnediately began laying‘plahs for the'employmsnt
of the Corps and Division Reserve ag did the regiments lay plans

 for the employment ofthelr reserve battelions. An elaborate

systen of-demolitions, road blocks and nine fields, AT and anti-
personnel, was instigated. The 773rd and 774th TD Battalions,
prepared wany secondary positions throughout the division ZONE o
The TD's and AT guns alike prepared énd oceupied prinary posite-
lons in iumediate SUpport of the infantry battalions.

The reginents mﬂﬁﬁ‘§3teﬁ3ive reconnaissance of rear areas and the
MAGINOT LINE in anticipation to the possibility of being forced

 UNCLASSIFIED.
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'to occupy 90d1t¢ons behind those: presbntly held in the face of
a strong Germen effort emerging from either the TSAAR -~
MOSELLE Trlangla" or the NTRZIG area. v

The regiments rotated thexr battelions in the llne‘enaﬁliﬂg
all the personnel to share the comforts of 8 not snower and
& change to- clean clatﬂes., . ,

Durlng this,perlod the Dlv131on 8 two weeks. tralnlng school
esuabllshed at VECKRING BARRACKS, was in full operation, traln~
appromeat ly 300 men takea fvom the DlVlSlun and attached '
u,-'l 8. :

- On the EVth the DlVlSlon began to recelve ti& first -group of
scantily trained rcplacements whee had received a mere two days
~training at METZ prior to thex¢ joining the Division. They
had been freshly called into the infantry- from other branches .
of the services and were to make up threée out of sach four e
on an average, in the rifle squads of the Division. - Little :
did they know thut in the not too distant future they were to .

'~partlcipate in one of tha most 1mp©rtunt of operatlanﬁ.

Fatrol activ1tles were once again stronglj enforceﬁ nd fr&m :
the 27th of December to the end of the month, the reglmants plan-
ned carefuily, raiding parties, coubat and recannaxssanca patrols
with the main purpose of capburing prisoners, kKeeping the enamy
constantly on the alert and to prevent the Boche from with~
drawing hls foxrces to xeimx@ree hlS D1v151ons in the ghD' JES@]

: vhe Luftwaffe durmng the 01051ng days of the yea: was unusually
active in the Divxslon sectorr i
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.QBSERVATICNS'ON,THE.SAARﬂRiVER CROSSTIG

Crossing of the SAAR RIVIR and the subseguent operations resulted
in a number of conclusions which are brietly set out below. Les~
sons gained are applied separately to th@“operations;,l~,nivcr
Crossings; and 2- Attacks on Pillboxes and other fortified pogit-
ions. | Certain broblems dovetailed in our experience, making the
broblem appear asg on¢, although in fact, the crossing complicated
the pillbox attack, and the existence of the ;pillboxes complicated
the problems offercd by the river. ‘ - S o

SUPPLIES. AS a result of the expericnces in crossing the MOSTLLE,
all plans for the current opsration were based on the assumption
that there would be no bridges. . .5 a result, the movement of
suppliQS‘was:undﬁrway witnout econfusion or loss of time as soon

as tactical:conditiona,permittad; in this case the inability to .
cut off the enemy's observation of the crossing sites limited

ell movement to after darkxffThis particular prceblem was. more .
difficult then would normally be expected bocause of the ‘swollen
river. In spite of these added difficulties, our supply movement
wes satisfactory for minimum purposes because of prior planning.
Steep*banksﬁand~faétupurrént:eliminated,poSSibiliﬁy.dfuuging;-‘
either the alligetors or dwks provided the regiments;Q‘After:<
considarable\searohing,,five =29's wiere located and placed in
operation; thevaere‘partioularly‘eff@ctive.in negotiating the
extremely soft mud and water holes in the river bottom. - Thedr
quiet,Qperation‘was.also‘o£5Valua-as the nearness of the. enemy
lines .and the activity of pillboxes still occupied by the enemy
mede a&visablathes@liminatianyofyallpossible,noise;»wﬁk :

HEZLP FOR BNGINEZRS. In the handling of supplies the strain on

. the engineers in-maneuvering the assault boats in the swift cur-

Instead of the usual Six enginecrs to e boat, two infantrym

rent made it apparent that some relief would have to be provided.

thelr activity Supervised by four enginesrs. This allowed rota-

~tion Of:th@wavailable?eﬂgineerfpersonnel,‘with0ut which the ferry-

ing operations would have been interrupted before minimum supe-
Plies could be crossed each night. »

Q@BLE_FERRY.V‘onfthé sixth night of the operation, the,ferrying
problenm was somewhAt eased by the installation of two cables,

‘One for safety purposes, directly across the current and fasten-

ed to fdeadmen” at sach side. Four -assault boats were coupled
together in sets of twoy. two pulleys were runffrom.cornﬁrsuof¢

the, long side of the "ferry" to the cable. Liotivating powesr

-was provided by the current by playing out one of the pulley

lines, depending on the dircction desired. It was possible to
meke a round trip across. the river in twenty-minutes under idesl
conditions;,including,loading and unloading. Personnel capacity
was 16 men, with two engineers doing the operating.
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PRIORITY OF SUPPLITS. Supply nccds of the battalions were made
known to The officer in:charge of dispatching prior to darkness.
This allowed sufficient time before the start of movement each
night to have the necessary items on hand and ready to go.

- Priorities variled from day to day, with the greatest need on
any occasion ranging from medical supplies to rations or an-
manition. S : , AT :

PILIBOXES. Effect of firihg: Destructicn of pillbozes encoun-
tered in this area by SP TD's or 155's could not be classed as
sucssssful; however, direct hits by elther of these guns around
the apertures provided enough shocking power to stun the occu-
Fants beyond fighting condition and tie subsequent capture of
an Individual box could be wore readily accomplished. In:.the
event. of boxes supported by direct fire from others, it is,
of course,; necessary to apply the seme neutralizing treatment
; t0 those covering the particular box under attack. Ixperiences
. of the regiments proved beyond question the absolute necessity
i of either protecting the boxes against recapture, even though
| behind the forward elements, jor destruction by demolitions. «
L In this case, limited manpower made both solutions very difficult.
f Another point of vital importance = -in the protection of the box
- against recapture it is .necessary that the malin defense be af«

forded from the .outside from dug in positions. . -

. THE IDEAL ATTACK. Whlle the successful attack against any pill-
., Dox must be considered as a separate brovleun certain standard
~yoperations do exist. The site of the atteacking force will vary
7/ dependent on terrain and the size of the pillbox to be taken.

{ The assault group should be tomposed ‘of infantry with sutomabic
weapons and bazookas, engineers with satchel charges and a
‘Self-propelled gun. -The number of infantrymen will vary frow

/| -&a squad to a platoon, or possibly even a company. Usually four
|| engineers is suffieient to pleace and detonate the satchel charges,
1 under covering fire of the infantry and the self~propelled gun.

From the Jjump-off the gun should begin firingjon alld known
. and observed embrasures. ~This will greatly reduce the hazard
|” ©of hostile small arms fire. Speed is essential in an operation
{of this type because there is always the threat 'of mortar or ar-
- tillery fire which the Germans will call down on their emplacement

to break up the attack, As the assault group moves forward,
the~infantrymenWwill~¢antinuerto‘nautralize_any resistance from-
the outside of the box ahd also aid in "buttoning uph, already
negun by the SP. Upon containing the eneny inside the jpillbox
enginesrs move forward, place and detonate the satchel charges.
‘Once this has been doné there jis little '"mopping up" to be done.

o iind wae . L I
The 557th was forbtunate in having one of those "ldeal attackst
during the SAAR operation.. The assault team consisted of 2
sguads of infantry, 4 engineers and one TD, attacking a three
room pillbox. AS the group moved forward the 8P opened fire
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THE IDEAL ATTACK (Comt'd)

and in all, directed three rounds at the target. Two rounds
penetrated an exposed port and exploded inside, the third round
going through the box out the rear door and exploding in a

rield beyond.  The assault group moved;up quickly, the engineers
setting off tlree satchel charges which shattered the door and
turned the inside of the pillbox into a pile of debris without
effecting the main structure. There had been 20 occupants

in the box; at the end of thée operation 12 of these were,in

fair condition. Precaution: The satchel charge by no means
demclished the pillbox and had it hot been heavily guarded from
the outside, it could have been reoccupied by the enemy and wouid

have again become a very serious obstacle.
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